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Course Description:

This course will examine historical and contemporary psychoanalytic understandings of gender and
sexuality. In approaching such a broad and far-reaching area of study, this course will focus
specifically on issues, concerns and examples of working clinically with lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer,
trans* or gender-variant individuals. We will be addressing the roles prejudice, hetero-normativity,
misogyny, cis-normativity, racism, and historic as well as current hegemonies of mental health stigma
continue to operate, consciously or beyond our awareness, in psychodynamic and analytic clinical
treatments.

Course Objectives:

1. Candidates will be able to identify and trace historical changes in understanding gender and
sexuality in psychoanalysis from mid-20" century to present.

2. Candidates will be able to consider a range of developmental factors encountered by and
impacting LGBT*Q) individuals.

3. Candidates will be able to examine and discuss various issues and struggles that LGBT*Q
individuals may bring to treatment.

4. Candidates will be able to identify various ways clinicians are challenged in working with
issues related to sexuality and gender. In this course we will emphasize the clinician’s ethical,
safe, and effective use of self (e.g., self-awareness, personal history, countertransference,
enactments).

Course Expectations:

In fulfilling these objectives we ask that each candidate read the assigned material in advance of the
class for which it is assigned. Please be prepared to engage in class discussions and activities
informed by the assigned readings as well as by your personal experiences, observations, trainings
and range of study.

Instructors will post several focus questions each week for your reflection and to guide your reading
of material. We will also be posting video excerpts from the film, “Paris is Burning” for you to view
and as our discussions in the course progress.

In-class activities will include discussions/exercises in full class and in breakout groups. Instructors
will provide directions, focus questions, and comments to highlight clinical examples and related
considerations in reading material assigned. We expect attendance at each class session and we
request that you inform instructors directly by email if unavoidable circumstances arise preventing
your class attendance.
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Historical and Modern Clinical Perspectives
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Roughton, R. (2002). Rethinking homosexuality: What it teaches us about

psychoanalysis. ]. Amer.Psychoanal. Assn, 50:733-763.
Meyer, W. (2013). Part 1: The psychoanalyst and the “homosexual”: A long, dark
journey into light, Smith College Studies in Social Work, 83(1): 18-35.

Video excerpt screened in class: 1967, CBS, The Homosexuals
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Category, conundrum and trans identities. JAPA, 1:45-66.

Kulish, N. (2010). Clinical implications of contemporary gender theory.

[APA, 58:231-258.

Developmental Considerations: Gender, Sexuality and the Self

1.

Lingiardi, V. (2018). Who am I? And what makes me hot and bothered? Notes
on identity, sexuality, gender and desire. Studies in Gender and Sexuality. 19(4)
279-290.

Burch, B. (1996) Between women: The mother-daughter romance and
homoerotic transference in psychotherapy. Psychoanal. Psychology,13:475-494.

Developmental Considerations: Gender, Sexuality and the Self

1.

Galit Atlas (2018) Has Sexuality Anything to Do with Relationality?,
Psychoanalytic Dialogues, 28:3, 330-339.

Benjamin, J. Atlas, G. (2015). The “Too Muchness’ of Excitement: Sexuality in
Light of Excess, Attachment and Affect Regulation, Intl. ] Psychoanalysis, 96(1),
39-63.

Transgender Experience: Problems of the Concept of Normativity

1.

Corbett, K (2009). Boyhood femininity, gender identity disorder,

masculine presuppositions, and the anxiety of regulation. Psychoanalytic
Dialogues, 19:353-370.

Saketopoulou, A. (2011). Minding the Gap: Intersections Between Gender, Race,
and Class in Work With Gender Variant Children. Psychoanalytic Dialogues
21:192-2009.
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Lemma, A. (2018). Trans-itory identities: Some psychoanalytic reflections on
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confusion in a self-identified transgender adolescent. Psychoanalytic Social Work,
21:55-74.
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Corbett, K., Dimen, M., Goldner, V. & Harris, A. (2014). Talking Sex, Talking
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Corbett, K. (2009). Boyhoods: Rethinking masculinities. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press.

Corbett, K. (2008). Gender now. Psychoanalytic Dialogues, 18:838-856.

Diamond, L. (2008). Implications of female sexual fluidity. Chapter 8 in: Sexual
Fluidity: Understanding Women's Love and Desire. Harvard Univ. Press, pp.
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