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Barbara O. Rothbaum 
Andrew H. Miller
FELLOWS OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

O N  T H E  C O V E R

“I tell them everything 
is about the research. 
It’s an obsession.”
—ANDREW H. MILLER

speaking as a director of the research track of 
the Psychiatry Residency Program 

Pictured on the cover are the two 
department members elected as 2023 
fellows of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, a lifetime 
honor recognizing them as leaders 
in the scientific community. AAAS is 
the world’s largest multidisciplinary 
scientific society and publisher of the 
journal Science.

Above: Barbara O. Rothbaum, PhD, 
director of the Emory Healthcare 
Veterans Program (EHVP), professor 
and associate vice chair of clinical 
research in the Department of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, 
and director of the Trauma and Anxiety 
Recovery Program.

Rothbaum is known for her expertise in 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and for pioneering virtual reality and 
prolonged exposure therapies for 
combat veterans. These evidence-based 
therapies are now used by veterans 
around the world. Rothbaum says 
currently she’s excited about studying 
the combination of MDMA-assisted 
therapy with prolonged exposure 

therapy. She and several colleagues 
collaborated on federal grants to continue 
this research. “This is the natural next step 
to all the other work I’ve been doing for 
30 years.”

Rothbaum is grateful for both the personal 
and professional recognition, “particularly as 
a woman scientist,” and says the AAAS honor 
helps her raise awareness for advancing 
research in PTSD. “There’s a lot more work to 
be done.”

On the right: Andrew H. Miller, MD, vice 
chair for research in the Department of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, director 
of the Emory Behavioral Immunology 
Program, and William P. Timmie Professor in 
the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences. Miller is a foremost expert on the 
relationship between the brain and immune 
system, particularly how inflammation 
affects depression.

After decades of working to prove the causal 
effect between inflammation and depression, 
Miller says he and his colleagues are focused 
on developing treatments that target the 
immunological response at the heart of this 
connection. “We’re actively investigating 
how anti-inflammatory drugs could help 
treat depression. Emory researchers are 
major players in this area. We want to 
have impact.”

For instance, a study was recently released 
that examined whether infliximab, an 

anti-inflammatory medication used 
to treat rheumatoid arthritis and 
other inflammatory conditions, 
could improve motivational deficits, 
a key component of depression.

Miller is also a director of the 
research track of the Psychiatry 
Residency Program.
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Physicians, educators, researchers — the more than 200 faculty of the Emory 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences are all three. They deeply understand the 
interconnectedness of the work they do, the patients they treat, the students they teach.

There is great personal reward in seeing your students graduate and become 
professional psychiatrists, psychologists, researchers, and educators. And being 
recognized by your peers is a unique honor that shows your work is noticed.

This brochure is a compilation of some of the awards and honors accrued 
by our faculty over the past year. Some reflect new positions with prominent 
national organizations, some are accolades for clinical care here in Atlanta.

Every one of these awards and honors is deserved. They represent the depth 
and breadth of work in this department.

Telsie Davis has wrestled with mental health treatment disparities for more 
than 19 years. She sums up what many clinicians and researchers feel: “I’m 
always thinking I’m not doing enough because there’s just so 
much to do.” She says recognition for her work has deepened 
her resolve to keep at it.

Barbara Rothbaum, who was elected as a fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, admits feeling a 
little embarrassed but deeply appreciative of the recognition: 
“I trained to do the work in order to do the work, not for the 
recognition… but it’s nice to be recognized.”

Brandon Kitay, whose innovative initiatives have improved clin-
ical access to mental health resources, aspires to make psychi-

atric care a standard of care instead of something available to a limited 
number of patients.

Education is key to our mission. Adriana Hermida was chosen for the 
Provost’s Distinguished Teaching Award. Her teaching philosophy infuses 
the work she does: “By learning you will teach, by teaching you will learn.”

Jeffrey Rakofsky received an excellence in teaching award named for 
the physician who inspired him to enter psychiatry. As president-elect of 
a national organization of medical school educators, he wants to expose 
medical students to the breadth of the psychiatry field.

Andrew Miller was elected as a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science for a lifetime of research that seeks to develop treatments for depression.

He asks the question, “Where can we make the greatest impact?”

Each person in this department seeks answers to that question every day.
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Recognition 
deepens resolve

William M. 
McDonald, MD 
Department Chair, 
Professor, J.B. Fuqua Chair 
for Late-Life Depression, 
and Reunette W. Harris 
Chair for Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences
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2024 SOM Educator 
Appreciation Day
These Emory educators in the Department 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences were 
nominated by their peers and colleagues for 
their passion and skills to educate, encourage, 
and support scholars and learners across 
the university.

Milena Armani, MD

Jessica Cooper, PhD

Andrea Crowell, MD

Kallio Hunnicutt-Ferguson, PhD

Nori Lim, PhD

Joe Mathias, MD

Jeffrey Rakofsky, MD

Ann Schwartz, MD

Andrew Sherrill, PhD

Yilang Tang, MD, PhD

Constantina Watson, PhD

Ray Young, MD

Adriana Hermida
EMORY PROVOST’S DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD FOR 

EXCELLENCE IN GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

Adriana Hermida, MD, director of Geriatric Psychiatry and Geriatric 
Psychiatry Fellowship, was singled out this year for the Provost’s 
Distinguished Teaching Award for Excellence in Graduate and Professional 
Education. The prestigious award is given to one faculty member from each 
of Emory’s seven graduate and professional schools to recognize outstanding 
scholars who excel as teachers.

Hermida is passionate about being a physician and educator. She stresses 
the importance of learning as she teaches — from one-on-one encounters at 
a patient’s bedside, in small groups or large classrooms, and at national and 
international meetings. “We have a transformative power as educators.”

Hermida is on a mission to inspire younger generations to care for the elderly. 
She mentors geriatric fellows, psychiatry residents, and medical students 
and works to increase the number of mentorship programs focused on caring 
for the elderly. “Students tend to think it’s not appealing. But it’s a great 
population to work with — they have wisdom and resilience — and there are 
many rewards to doing this work.”

Hermida cherishes the relationships she has built through teaching and 
mentoring and is gratified when former students and graduated fellows 
continue to attend her morning teaching sessions.

She is a recognized leader in national and international psychiatric 
organizations, including immediate past president of the International 
Society of ECT and Neurostimulation and president-elect of the International 
Psychogeriatric Association.

Abigail Powers Lott, PhD
EMORY SOM DISTINGUISHED MENTOR AWARD: 
SCIENCE

Andrew Sherrill, PhD
EMORY SOM DISTINGUISHED MENTOR AWARD: 
SERVICE AND EDUCATION (JUNIOR FACULTY)

Jordan Cattie, PhD
EMORY SOM DISTINGUISHED MENTOR AWARD: 
SERVICE AND EDUCATION (SENIOR FACULTY)

Marianne Celano, PhD
EMORY SOM DISTINGUISHED MENTOR AWARD: 
SERVICE AND EDUCATION (SENIOR FACULTY)

“My teaching philosophy is 
based on leading by example. 
I believe we teach through 
every interaction we have and 
every action we undertake.”
—ADRIANA HERMIDA

EDUC ATION AWARDS
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Receiving the Dr. Carol L. Webb Award for Excellence in 
Teaching and Supervising is a particular honor for Erica 
Marshall-Lee, PhD, because it recognizes what she loves to do.

As a faculty psychologist at Grady, Marshall-Lee supervises 
trainees, psychology residents, interns, and practicum students. 
Mentors have played a major role in her 23-year career at Emory 
and she enjoys her role as a mentor to junior faculty. “I love seeing 
how much they’ve accomplished. It makes me feel, well, I did 
make a difference in somebody else’s life.”

Marshall-Lee says she’s open about mistakes she’s made in order 
to help junior faculty avoid the same missteps. 

Working with the Grady population is also rewarding. “What I 
really have loved about my work is seeing people achieve goals, 
become more independent, reintegrate into the community,” 
Marshall-Lee says.

Jeffrey Rakofsky
PRESIDENT-ELECT, ASSOCIATION OF DIRECTORS OF 

MEDICAL STUDENT EDUCATION IN PSYCHIATRY (ADMSEP); 
MILES CROWDER EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD; 

2024 NATIONAL DOCTORS’ DAY RECOGNITION

E D U C AT I O N  A W A R D S

It’s been a good year for Jeffrey Rakofsky, MD. He was promoted 
to full professor, he was named president-elect of ADMSEP, and 
he received the Miles Crowder Excellence in Teaching Award. The 
Crowder Award was particularly meaningful because Dr. Crowder 
played a pivotal role in Rakofsky’s development as a psychiatrist.

“When I was a medical student, he was the program director. He’s the 
one who recruited me and he continued on as my residency director.”

Rakofsky values his role as a teacher of medical students and mentor 
to psychiatry residents. “This is an opportunity to shape medical 
students and future psychiatrists.”  

He has also been involved with the Emory Resident Psychopharma
cology Training Clinic since 2011. His goal is to “make sure residents 
know both the science and the art of pharmacology.” 

Rakofsky divides his time between clinical care, resident and medical 
student education, and assisting in clinical research studies within the 
Emory Mood and Anxiety Disorders Program.

Erica 
Marshall-Lee

DR. CAROL L. WEBB 
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 

IN TEACHING 
AND SUPERVISING

General Psychiatry 
Teaching Awards
The Teaching Awards are 
presented to a faculty member 
selected by each residency 
class, in recognition of their 
exceptional impact on resident 
education and mentorship. 
Each residency class chooses a 
faculty member who has made 
a profound difference in their 
professional development, and 
these faculty members are 
recognized at graduation.

Troy Kapral, MD
MEDICAL STUDENT FACULTY 
TEACHING AWARD

Christina Clarke, PhD
OUTPATIENT PSYCHOTHERAPY 
AWARD — CLINICAL FACULTY 
SUPERVISOR AWARD

Challyn Malone, MD
POSTGRADUATE YEAR 1 
TEACHING AWARD

Hema Kher, MD, MPH
PGY-2 TEACHING AWARD

Jennifer Wooten, MD
PGY-3 TEACHING AWARD

Yilang Tang, MD, PhD
PGY-4 TEACHING AWARD

“You don’t do it for the accolades, but 
when you get them, it’s pretty cool.”
—ERICA MARSHALL-LEE
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SCHOL ARSHIP AND 
RE SE AR CH AWARDS

Andrew Miller, MD
2023 FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF SCIENCE

Barbara Rothbaum, PhD
2023 FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF SCIENCE

Andrew Miller, MD
HIGHLY CITED RESEARCHER 
AND PART OF AN ELITE GROUP 
OF THE WORLD’S MOST 
INFLUENTIAL SCIENTISTS BY 
THE INSTITUTE FOR SCIENTIFIC 
INFORMATION

Julie Kable, PhD
2024 HENRY ROSETT AWARD 
FOR LIFETIME CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM 
DISORDERS (FASD) RESEARCH 
FROM THE FASD STUDY GROUP

Sheila Rauch, PhD
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR 
TRAUMATIC STRESS STUDIES 
SARAH HALEY MEMORIAL 
AWARD FOR CLINICAL 
EXCELLENCE, WARRIOR CARE 
NETWORK

Jennifer Felger, PhD
2024 GEORGE SOLOMON 
AWARD FROM THE PSYCHO
NEUROIMMUNOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH SOCIETY

Julie Kable
2024 HENRY ROSETT AWARD FROM THE 

FASD STUDY GROUP

Julie Kable, PhD, has spent a long career 
studying the effects of prenatal exposure 
to substance use and abuse on human 
brain, cognitive, behavioral, social, and 
emotional development, with a focus 
on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders 
(FASD). This year she received the 2024 
Henry Rosett Award for outstanding 
lifetime contributions to FASD research 
from the FASD Study Group.

Kable is associate director of the Emory 
Neurodevelopmental and Exposure 
Clinic, which provides clinical services 
to infants and children who have a 
history of prenatal exposure to various 
substances, and she is a co-principal 
investigator on the Healthy Brain Child 
Development Study looking at long-term 
effects of perinatal exposure to opioids on 
infants and children.

Kable says she’s gratified to be recognized for the work she has done to improve 
awareness of the serious consequences of FASD and promote better outcomes.

“Most of the work you do is in a vacuum. It is an honor to have your peers 
recognize work you’ve done over 30 years.”

Kable’s work helps families recognize the long-term developmental problems 
from FASD and understand alternatives to traditional interventions.

Jennifer Stevens, PhD
2024 MID-CAREER 
INNOVATION AWARD 
FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIETY FOR TRAUMATIC 
STRESS STUDIES

Benson Ku, MD
2024 HERCULES AWARD FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
RESEARCH

Sheila Rauch, PhD
ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
JERILYN ROSS CLINICIAN 
ADVOCATE AWARD

Jessica Cooper, PhD
EMORY SOM DISTINGUISHED 
SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS 
AWARD (JUNIOR FACULTY)

Jennifer Stevens, PhD
LARRY Y. YOUNG 
DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIFIC 
CONTRIBUTIONS (SENIOR 
FACULTY)

Erica Duncan, MD
DISTINGUISHED LIFE 
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN 
PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION

Sheila Rauch, PhD
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN 
COLLEGE OF NEURO
PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY

Ebrahim Haroon, MD
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN 
COLLEGE OF NEURO
PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY

Benson Ku, MD
2023 APA HEALTH 
SERVICES RESEARCH EARLY 
CAREER AWARD
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S C H O L A R S H I P  A N D  R E S E A R C H  A W A R D S

Sanne van Rooij
2024 WOODRUFF SCHOLAR EARLY 

INDEPENDENCE AWARD; BRAIN & BEHAVIOR 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION AWARDS

Sanne van Rooij, PhD, investigator and associate 
director of Scientific Outreach at the Grady Trauma 
Project, received the 2024 Woodruff Scholar Early 
Independence Award, which supports junior faculty 
research and career development at Emory.

van Rooij came to Emory as a postdoctoral fellow, 
then joined the faculty in 2019. She gained national 
recognition early in her career for her neuroimaging 
research investigating mechanisms of resilience and 
recovery from traumatic stress.

van Rooij directs the Stress and Neuromodulation 
Lab in which she uses a wide range of research 
techniques, including neuroimaging, transcranial 
magnetic stimulation (TMS), and psychophysiology 
to study potential mechanisms for post-trauma risk, 
resilience and recovery.

She is the principal investigator on a National 
Institute of Mental Health K01 clinical trial to 
investigate the effect of TMS on PTSD symptoms 
and biomarkers. She received a Brain & Behavior 
Research Foundation Young Investigator Award in 
2018, and again in 2021, that have supported her 
research into amygdala ablation and individualized 
TMS treatment targets for PTSD using 
neuroimaging.

van Rooij says the goal now is to identify neuro
behavioral predictors and mechanistic targets 
to advance the development of personalized 
neurotherapeutics.

“It is an honor to have your peers recognize 
work you’ve done over 30 years.”
—JULIE KABLE

John Constantino, MD, is a child psychiatrist and pediatrician whose 
research focuses on understanding genetic and environmental 
influences on disorders of social development in childhood, including 
autism and long-term consequences of adverse early-life experience.

Constantino was named chief of the Center for Behavioral and Mental 
Health at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta in 2022, and he is on the 
faculty of the Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Pediatrics, and 
Genetics departments at Emory University. He and his team developed 
and validated a quantitative scale for rating the characterizing traits and 
symptoms of autism that is used worldwide as a measurement standard in 
research and clinical settings.

The Ruane Prize recognizes outstanding scientists who study the 
causes, treatment, prevention, or pathophysiology of severe child 
psychiatric illnesses.

Constantino was honored at the Brain & Behavior Research Foundation 
2024 International Awards Dinner.

He says the Ruane Prize is a highlight of his career and he looks forward to 
new discoveries in pediatric behavioral and mental health.

John Constantino
THE RUANE PRIZE FOR 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 
IN CHILD AND ADOLESCENT 

PSYCHIATRIC RESEARCH FROM 
THE BRAIN & BEHAVIOR RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION

2024 MilliPub Club
The MilliPub Club honors current Emory faculty who have published 
one or more individual papers that have each garnered more than 1,000 
citations. These papers are considered a “citation classic” and represents 
high-impact scholarship.

Bekh Bradley-Davino, PhD

Charles Gillespie, MD, PhD

David Goldsmith, MD

Ann Schwartz, MD

Yilang Tang, MD, PhD
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As medical director of the Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
Outpatient Clinic and the Child and Adolescent Mood 
Program (CAMP), Jennifer Holton, MD, puts her efforts 
into being the best clinician she can. She’s pleased to be 
recognized by peers but says the most important thing to her 
is providing excellent care to her patients.

Holton treats ADHD, anxiety, and mood disorders in 
children, adolescents, and young adults. The best part of 
being a child psychiatrist, she says, is treating not just the 
child but working with the whole family. “I like being able 
to intervene early to change the trajectory of peoples’ lives.” 
She has worked with some children for many years and has 
enjoyed seeing them become young adults.

Her excellence as a clinician is also reflected by having been 
named one of Atlanta’s Top Doctors in Atlanta Magazine.

Holton is also passionate about being an educator. She trains 
psychiatric residents and fellows and is director of the Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship.

Holton is president of the Georgia Psychiatric Physicians 
Association, and president-elect of the Georgia Council of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.

SER VICE AWARDS

Nadine Kaslow, PhD
2024 DISTINGUISHED CAREER 
AWARD FROM THE AMERICAN 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
DIVISION OF PSYCHOLOGISTS 
IN PUBLIC SERVICE

Ed Craighead, PhD
MEMBER OF DISTINCTION, 
ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
FOR OVER A DECADE AS A 
LEADER OF THE CLINICAL 
SCIENCE LEGACY OF 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND 
LEADERSHIP

Marianne Celano, PhD
FAMILY PSYCHOLOGIST 
OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING SUSTAINED 
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 
THE SOCIETY OF COUPLE 
AND FAMILY PSYCHOLOGY, 
AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY

Adriana Hermida, MD
2022–2024 PRESIDENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR 
ECT AND NEUROSTIMULATION

Adriana Hermida, MD
2024 PRESIDENT-ELECT 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
PSYCHOGERIATRIC 
ASSOCIATION

Justine Welsh, MD
CHAIR OF PUBLIC POLICY 
COMMITTEE, AMERICAN 
ACADEMY OF ADDICTION 
PSYCHIATRY

Rachel Hershenberg, PhD
PRESIDENT, AMERICAN 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR SCIENCE OF CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGY

Justine Welsh, MD
BILL FOEGE GLOBAL HEALTH 
AWARD FROM MEDICINE FOR 
ALL PEOPLE INTERNATIONAL 
TO THE ADDICTION ALLIANCE 
OF GEORGIA 

Meghna Patel, PhD
PRESIDENT-ELECT, GEORGIA 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

Mike Martin, PhD
2024 EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE 
AWARD FROM THE AMERICAN 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
VETERANS AFFAIRS SECTION

Telsie A. Davis, PhD
PRESIDENTIAL ROCKSTAR 
ROOKIE AWARD, GEORGIA 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

Rebecca Schneider, PhD
EMORY SOM DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD: NATIONAL/
INTERNATIONAL

Kallio Hunnicutt-
Ferguson, PhD
EMORY SOM DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD: LOCAL/
REGIONAL

Margaret Weigel, MD
ATLANTA MAGAZINE ’S TOP 
DOCS IN PSYCHIATRY

Michelle Casimir, PsyD
ELECTION TO THE 
PSYCHOLOGISTS IN PUBLIC 
SERVICE DIVISION OF THE 
AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION COUNCIL OF 
REPRESENTATIVES

Jennifer Holton
2024 PSYCHIATRIST OF THE YEAR FROM THE 

GEORGIA PSYCHIATRIC PHYSICIANS ASSOCIATION; 
ATLANTA MAGAZINE’S TOP DOCS IN CHILD AND 

ADOLESCENT PSYCHIATRY
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S E R V I C E  A W A R D S

Chanda C. Graves
PRESIDENT OF COUPLE AND FAMILY PSYCHOLOGY, 

AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

Chanda C. Graves, PhD, has played a national role in steering 
the Couple and Family Psychology division of the American 
Psychological Association (APA). Having just completed her 
term as president of the division, she will continue working 
with the current president for another year to help pass 
the baton. 

As president, she’s been able to see several previous 
initiatives come to fruition, such as the approval of the 
division’s home study application and the redesign of an 
educational platform for home study courses, an update of 
the policy and procedures handbook, and a 40th anniversary 
celebration that helped raise the division’s visibility in the 
APA. “You work on these things for a number of years and it’s 
very satisfying to finally see them through.”

Graves oversees an interdisciplinary behavioral health 
service in pediatrics for HIV infected and/or affected youth 
and is part of an integrated pediatric medical team at the 
Grady Pediatric HIV/AIDS clinic. She says she was drawn to 
working with youth with HIV/AIDS early in her career. Her 
affinity for working with families of those children led her to 
the Couple and Family Psychology division of the APA.

Graves is also associate director of the Psychology Internship 
for the General Internship Experience and coordinator of the 
General Psychology Seminar at Emory University. 

“You work on these things for 
a number of years and it’s very 
satisfying to finally see them through.”
—CHANDA C. GRAVES

Brandon Kitay
2024 EMORY INNOVATIONS IN CLINICAL CARE AWARD;  

2023 EMORY INNOVATION FOR IMPACT AWARD

Brandon Kitay, MD, PhD, has been using his clinical 
experience and research skills to tackle a critical problem 
in clinical care: a crushing unmet demand for mental 
health services. Key to solving this problem, says Kitay, is 
finding opportunities to bring physical and mental well-
being into the same care context. This proven approach 
of integrating care enhances patient access in a way that 
is timely and appropriate to the level of need.

As a first step towards integration at Emory Healthcare, 
Kitay implemented the Collaborative Care Model that 
embeds licensed mental health professionals within 
primary care clinics who provide on-site psychotherapy 
and medication consultation. These care teams have 
delivered effective first-time mental health treatment 
across four large clinics. The next step will be to 
make this model scalable to benefit mental health 
access systemwide.

One way Kitay hopes to achieve this is through leveraging 
technology to make care delivery and therapeutic 
interaction with patients more efficient. His proposal to 
partner with NeuroFlow™ will provide patients a mobile 
mental health support application and give care teams 
enhanced methods of both capturing and interpreting 
patient data on Collaborative Care delivery, work that is 
supported by a 2023 Emory Innovation Award and will 
be piloted through 2026.

Kitay’s collective work in leading the Integrated 
Behavioral Health program earned a 2024 Innovations in 
Clinical Care Award from the Emory School of Medicine.
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CLINIC AL 
DISTINCTIONS 

Rachel Ammirati, PhD
SENIOR PSYCHOLOGIST

Milena Armani, MD
SENIOR PHYSICIAN

Boadie Dunlop, MD
EMINENT PHYSICIAN

Kallio Hunnicutt-Ferguson, PhD
SENIOR PSYCHOLOGIST

Justin Palanci, MD
SENIOR PHYSICIAN

Laura Watkins, PhD
EMORY HEALTHCARE DISTINGUISHED 
CLINICIAN AWARD

Rachel Ammirati, PhD
EMORY GRADY HEATH SYSTEM 
DISTINGUISHED CLINICIAN AWARD

Jessica Cooper, PhD
DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIFIC 
CONTRIBUTIONS AWARD 
(JUNIOR FACULTY)

Jennifer Stevens, PhD
LARRY Y. YOUNG DISTINGUISHED 
SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS 
(SENIOR FACULTY)

Naadira Upshaw, PsyD
SENIOR PSYCHOLOGIST / PEDIATRICS

Clinical Distinctions 
Designation
The following faculty members in the 
Emory Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences have been approved by 
the Emory School of Medicine for a Clinical 
Distinction Designation. 

Rachel Ammirati, PhD

Carissa Balderas, PhD

Anjan Bhattacharyya, MD

Kara Brendle, PhD

Christina Clarke, PhD

Erin Elliott, PhD

David Goldsmith, MD

Alyson Goodwin, MD

Jennifer Grant, MD, PhD

Adriana Hermida, MD

Karen Hochman, MD

Jennifer Holton, MD

Michael Lucido, MD, PhD

Elizabeth McCord, MD

Julie Pace, PhD

Jeffrey Rakofsky, MD

Patricio Riva Posse, MD

Allison Schwartz, PhD

Mikle South, PhD

Charlotte Van Hale, MD

Joseph Vinson, MD

Justine Welsh, MD

Jennifer Wootten, MD

Ray Young, MD

In recognition of National Doctors’ Day, 
more than 200 Emory faculty members were 
nominated by their peers and colleagues 
for their dedication to improving the health 
and well-being of patients and community 
through the care they provide, the research 
they conduct, and their efforts to teach and 
inspire learners.

The Emory School of Medicine Recognitions 
Committee reviewed each nomination and 
selected those who exemplify the outstanding 
faculty of the school. Twenty-four of those 
were in the Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences.

Anjan Bhattacharyya, MD, started at Emory in 
2021 and says he is particularly honored to gain 
recognition early in his tenure. His move to 
Emory came after a distinguished career at other 
academic institutions, for which he was recog-
nized by Emory with the clinical distinction of 
Eminent Physician. This year he was recognized 
for National Doctors’ Day and also for nomination 
to the Hall of Fame at Emory Decatur Hospital.

“It’s very gratifying when one’s efforts are 
recognized by one’s peers and institution. I felt 
very appreciated for making a difference in 
peoples’ lives.”

As an internist-psychiatrist, Bhattacharyya 
practices at the interface of internal medicine and 
psychiatry, an approach that he feels allows him 
to look at the whole health of patients.

“I approach my patients with a broader view — 
what’s going on medically and what’s going on 
psychiatrically. I try to focus on the full breadth of 
the patient’s experience.”

Bhattacharyya was also chosen for a Hidden Gem 
Award this year, which recognizes outstanding 
contributions that have often gone unnoticed 
or unrecognized.

Anjan 
Bhattacharyya

2024 NATIONAL DOCTORS’ 
DAY; NOMINATION TO THE 
HALL OF FAME AT EMORY 

DECATUR HOSPITAL

2024 
N ATION AL 
DOCTORS’ 
DAY
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Telsie A. Davis
2024 NADINE J. KASLOW EXCELLENCE IN DIVERSITY, EQUITY, 

AND INCLUSION AWARD; 2024 AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN DIVERSITY TRAINING FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF 

PSYCHOLOGY POSTDOCTORAL AND INTERNSHIP CENTERS

Telsie A. Davis, PhD, received two awards this year recognizing her 
commitment to eliminating mental health treatment disparities for 
marginalized patients and for her advocacy in advancing equitable, 
culturally responsive mental health policies.

Davis is a licensed psychologist and veteran mental health clinician 
with a primary appointment at the Atlanta Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center. She is also co-director of the Diversity Rotation in the Atlanta 
VAMC’s Postdoctoral and Predoctoral Psychology Training Program.

Davis says the awards deepen her resolve to keep doing this work, 
even as data show disparities are still present.

“Being recognized by your peers is affirmation that says the work 
matters. I’m grateful for the awards. They bolster my resolve to 
keep going.”

During her postdoctoral fellowship, Davis researched issues 
surrounding PTSD and substance use. Her work at the Grady Trauma 

Negar Fani, PhD, clinical neuropsychologist and affiliate 
faculty member for the Emory University Neuroscience 
Graduate Program and Molecular and Systems 
Pharmacology, was named co-chair of the American 
College of Neuropsychopharmacology (ACNP) Gender 
Equity and Inclusion Committee for 2024–2025. She 
will serve as chair in 2025. The ACNP is an international 
professional organization of leading brain scientists.

As director of the Fani Lab at Emory and investigator in 
the Grady Trauma Project for over 17 years, Fani leads 
research centering around novel, accessible interventions 
for people with PTSD, with a focus on those who have 
experienced interpersonal trauma, including childhood 
maltreatment and racial trauma. 

Negar Fani
CO-CHAIR, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF  

NEUROPSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY GENDER EQUITY AND 
INCLUSION COMMITTEE

Project motivated her to integrate treatment of trauma 
and substance use in marginalized communities, especially 
African American women. 

In addition to her work at the VAMC, Davis works to create 
cultures of inclusion through education, consultation and 
advocacy offered by the organization she founded, the 
Cultural Equity Institute.

The department is committed to 
a climate of inclusion and equity 
that leverages the diversity 
of our school community 
and fosters the academic and 
leadership development of 
women and racial, ethnic and 
cultural minorities who are 
underrepresented in academic 
health sciences.

Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion in 
Psychology Awards
Given at the Emory 2024 
Psychology Graduation 
Ceremony 

Keith A. Wood, PhD

Summer Bottini, PhD

DI VERSITY,  EQUITY, 
AND INCLUSION 
AWARDS



“Your Fantastic Mind” is an 
Emmy-winning PBS television 
series partnership between the 
Emory Brain Health Center and 
Georgia Public Broadcasting.

The show won two Emmy 
Awards from the National 
Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences Southeast Chapter in 
June 2024. Since its premiere 
in 2019, “Your Fantastic Mind” 
has received a total of 11 
Emmy Awards, showcasing its 
continued excellence in bringing 
crucial brain health information 
to the public.

Reporting on pioneering science 
and clinical advances in brain 
health, “Your Fantastic Mind” 
features stories and experts from 
various sources in Emory’s Brain 
Health Center, including the 
Emory Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Sciences.

YOUR 
FANTASTIC 
MIND

AN INNOVATIVE STORYTELLING 
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
EMORY AND GEORGIA PUBLIC 
BROADCASTING

Highlights from psychiatry-related episodes:

RESEARCHING TRAUMA AND 
INFLAMMATION SOLUTIONS
This episode examines new research on 
inflammation-induced depression, exploration of 
the physical effects of racism on the brain, and the 
use of a new approach called vibration feedback 
mindfulness to improve attention and awareness in 
trauma-exposed women. 

THE NIA PROJECT
African American women have far less access to 
mental health assistance and are more likely to 
suffer intimate partner violence and abuse. The 
Nia Project is a research and treatment-based 
program with a mission to empower African 
American women survivors of abuse experiencing 
suicidal thoughts.

Watch Now Watch Now

HEALING INVISIBLE WOUNDS 
A look into the Emory Healthcare Veterans 
Program — part of a specialized, nationwide 
initiative providing free, cutting-edge mental 
health care to post-9/11 veterans — and an 
examination of maternal substance use. 

DBS FOR DEPRESSION 
PATIENT Update
This segment highlights one patient’s 
five-year milestone after deep brain stimulation 
for treatment-resistant depression.

Watch Now Watch Now

LOVE AND THE BRAIN
“Your Fantastic Mind” explores the human brain in 
love, trauma and grief and how research is being used 
to help people with social and emotional disorders. 
The episode also looks at maternal mortality and 
PTSD among African American mothers.

Watch Now

gpb.org/television/show/your-fantastic-mind

VISIT THE “YOUR FANTASTIC MIND” 
WEBSITE TO STREAM FULL EPISODES 
FROM PAST AND CURRENT SEASONS

PSYCHIATRY.EMORY.EDU

https://www.gpb.org/television/show/your-fantastic-mind/season/5/researching-trauma-and-inflammation-solutions
https://www.gpb.org/television/show/your-fantastic-mind/season/3/love-and-motherhood
https://www.gpb.org/television/show/your-fantastic-mind/season/5/healing-invisible-wounds-of-war-and-maternal-0
https://www.gpb.org/television/show/your-fantastic-mind/season/5/the-unique-role-of-physician-scientists
https://www.gpb.org/television/show/your-fantastic-mind/season/3/love-and-motherhood

