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REMEMBER 
Please send me your accomplishments, program/team activities, and personal 
updates for the July 2024 Kudos 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
WRITING GROUPS: UPCOMING 
The Faculty Writing Group is the first Wednesday of every month from 8:00-9:00am. 
These meetings are on Zoom. This group is for faculty including adjunct faculty. 
 

SPOTLIGHTS 
FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Laura Watkins, PhD 
Laura is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences and Associate Director of Substance Use Services at the Emory Healthcare 
Veterans Program (EHVP). Laura uses cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) to treat 
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety and substance use problems 
in the EHVP two-week Intensive Outpatient Program (IOP), which serves post-9/11 
veterans and service members. Laura also provides supervision for EHVP psychology 
trainees and psychiatry residents. Laura coordinates the Emory Healthcare Veterans 
Program Patient Family Advisor Council and is a member of the Women’s Faculty 
committee.  
 
Outside of Emory, Laura is a member of the Association for Behavior and Cognitive 
Therapies (ABCT) Clinical Directory and Referral Issues Committee and helps 
coordinate the dissemination of ABCT resources related to monthly mental health 
topics. She supports the Wounded Warrior Project as a member of the Warrior Care 
Network Clinical Practice Committee Substance Use Disorder Working Group. She 
serves as an Associate Editor for Frontiers in Virtual Reality in Medicine. 
 
Laura loves working within a supportive multidisciplinary team that provides top-of-the-
line patient care to veterans and service members. She also loves collaborating with 
team members on research and improving care. She is grateful to work with patients 
who struggle with comorbid PTSD and substance use issues and see these patients 
make substantial changes and start living according to their values within two weeks.  
 
Laura is proud of developing a track within EHVP that services patients with comorbid 
substance use problems. This track meets an important need among the EHVP 
population, which often uses substances to avoid or cope with trauma memories and 
reminders. She also achieved board certification in Behavioral and Cognitive 
Psychology through the American Board of Professional Psychology in 2023, which 
solidified her identity as a CBT psychologist.  
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F6213030759%3Fpwd%3DT0hpY056a0N1RFdvWjFlQ3d4UU1vZz09&data=05%7C02%7Cdouglas.s.blair%40emory.edu%7C4dd59ee5f8354349508b08dc53d6ce25%7Ce004fb9cb0a4424fbcd0322606d5df38%7C0%7C0%7C638477429258106555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eOgUUKoNVqXVBRSUZdiBFnB0t2U%2FPuCn9BdT4QoloN4%3D&reserved=0


In the future, Laura plans to continue working to improve and expand substance use-
related services in EHVP. She is also excited to continue conducting research aimed at 
optimizing treatment for those with comorbid PTSD and substance use disorders.  
 
Laura is an Atlanta-native and feels so fortunate to have been able to return to the city 
and be closer to family after completing college, graduate school and a postdoctoral 
fellowship in various states around the country (MA, NE, MS and CT). Outside of work, 
she and her husband, Charlie, spend most of their time trying to keep up with their two 
young daughters, Billie Rose (5) and Joelle (almost 3). She also loves being outside, 
cooking/eating and traveling, especially to visit friends and family.  
 
ADJUNCT FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Ann Marie Decker, MD 
Ann Marie Decker Frederick (she/her) is a board-certified general and child and 
adolescent psychiatrist and has been serving as Medical Director of Adolescent 
Services at Skyland Trail since September 2022. 
 
Ann Marie completed her undergraduate training at the University of Virginia, majoring 
in Biology and Psychology, and received her medical degree at the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine. Her passion for psychiatry began in her role in the 
Combined Accelerated Program for Psychiatry at the University of Maryland where she 
completed her first clinical rotation at the local forensic psychiatric hospital; there, she 
developed a passion for working with individuals experiencing their first episode of 
psychosis, particularly those with involvement in the judicial system. Ann Marie 
completed her general psychiatry residency training at Emory University where she co-
chaired committees on education, mentorship and wellness. She completed her child 
and adolescent psychiatry fellowship at the Medical University of South Carolina where 
she served as chief fellow with a primary focus on the education of more junior fellows, 
residents and medical students. In her clinical career, she has worked in a variety of 
clinical settings and levels of care in community mental health, nonprofit organizations 
and private practice. She now enjoys her clinical and administrative role at Skyland 
Trail. 
  
Ann Marie is passionate about providing early intervention and evidence-based care. 
Her treatment approach focuses on collaborative care with patients, families, and 
interdisciplinary treatment teams. She is proud to provide gender affirming care to those 
who identify in the LGBTQIA+ community. She has training in psychopharmacology and 
multiple psychotherapeutic modalities including cognitive behavioral therapy, trauma 
focused cognitive behavioral therapy, dialectical behavior therapy, parent child 
interaction therapy, behavior modification, parent management training, play therapy, 
open dialogic practice, family systems therapy and psychodynamic therapy. She aims to 
support the entire family system throughout treatment to improve functional outcomes, 
quality of life and relationships between each member within the system. She has 
research experience studying emotion recognition in children with disruptive mood 
dysregulation disorder at the National Institutes of Mental Health. 
 



Ann Marie is thrilled to serve as an adjunct faculty member in the department where she 
completed her residency training to give back to other trainees in the program. She 
serves as the site director at the Skyland Trail adolescent campus where she provides 
direct clinical supervision to first year child and adolescent psychiatry fellows. She leads 
complex case discussions, as well as brief educational seminars and teaching points 
with the fellows and the interdisciplinary treatment team at Skyland Trail. She tailors 
individual supervision to the unique interests of the rotating fellows and holds regular 
discussions regarding diagnostic considerations, pharmacologic interventions, 
psychotherapeutic interventions, interdisciplinary collaboration, advocacy and career 
mentorship. 
 
Ann Marie is a proud wife and mother to two wonderful daughters. She enjoys an active 
outdoor lifestyle and you can often find her in the mountains or on the water with her 
family. She enjoys home renovation projects and woodworking in addition to singing, 
dancing and playing guitar. Colleagues might be surprised to know she founded the 
Harmonious Hoos A Capella singing group at the University of Virginia and sang for the 
Hippocratic Notes A Capella singing group at the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine; they performed medical parodies during a formal dinner flash mob at the 
100th annual NBME convention in Washington, DC and routinely performed children’s 
songs at the local children's hospital and Ronald McDonald house. 
 
 
MENTOR SPOTLIGHT: Gene Farber, PhD (written by Rachel Ammirati, PhD) 
As I sat down to write this (during my lunchtime at Grady’s Ponce Center), I started to 
feel slightly anxious, and then smiled as I reflected on that anxiety. Why was I anxious? 
I was anxious because my office door was open and there was a good chance Gene 
would stop by and totally uncover my stealth attempt to sing his praises! Although I 
easily could have closed my door, I smiled again when I realized I did not want to. I 
always want Gene to stop by because any time spent with Gene is time well, and 
meaningfully, spent. Gene brings to my professional life a quiet wisdom that I depend 
on in times of uncertainty, a wisdom that sometimes sneaks up on me when I reflect on 
conversations we have had. In spite of being very busy, he always makes time for me, 
and the fact that he stops by my office so routinely – even if it is just for a brief chat or 
lighthearted exchange about non-work topics - reflects his sincere interest in me as a 
mentee and colleague. Moreover, although his instinct always is to support my ideas, I 
love the fact that he is never shy about respectfully disagreeing with me, and I believe 
this too reflects how much he genuinely cares about my professional development. I 
trust Gene to be candid with me when candor is needed, and I similarly trust he will 
advocate for me when that is what I need. I also very much appreciate that Gene trusts 
me, as evidenced by his eagerness to get my thoughts on a variety of matters (including 
matters about which I have little to no experience!), as well as his willingness to 
challenge me with new responsibilities at the Ponce Center. In summary, Gene as a 
mentor is steadfast, sincere, candid, collaborative, humble and uplifting. 
 
Truly, Gene just being himself makes him a good mentor. To put it in terms of the five-
factor model of personality, he is super high in conscientiousness, agreeableness and 



openness, and when he commits to doing something, he does it well. Gene also is off 
the charts self-reflective, and I often learn important lessons from the self-reflections he 
shares with me. In fact, he sometimes self-reflects with me in the room! Gene’s 
willingness to let me in on this process is something I truly appreciate.   
 
Without question, Gene’s unwavering support of my efforts to extend, and in some 
cases challenge, the clinical services we offer through the Ponce Center’s Center for 
Wellbeing led to me receiving the Emory Center for AIDS Research Barbara Vick 
Impact Award in 2019. 
 
Regarding career-related ambitions, Gene always encourages me to focus primarily on 
what I like to do, rather than on what I should or could do. 
 
PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT: VA Geriatrics Program (Jennifer Smith, PhD 
The VA Geriatrics Program consists of many different specialty mental health providers, 
almost all working in integrated care. It includes: palliative care, oncology, cardiology, 
Community Living Center (nursing home), outpatient geriatric mental health (including 
psychotherapists and psychiatry), neuropsychology, polytrauma, spinal cord injury, 
home based primary care, pain management, neurology and general health psychology. 
The program primarily serves older Veterans, aged 65 and up, but its primary Veteran 
population is late 70s and older. The majority of the teams require complex medical 
diagnoses for treatment on those teams and are able to provide care for adjustment to 
life-altering health concerns as well as pre-existing mental health concerns. Additionally, 
the program provides behavioral education and management of many ongoing health 
issues, including pain management and dementia. It also offers end of life mental health 
work with Veterans and families, with mental health specialists specifically trained in this 
kind of work. 
 
VA has long integrated mental health care into medical teams. That integration has 
expanded over time to branch out from primary care and include specialty medicine. 
Several years ago, the increase in integrated mental health in geriatric services was 
noted and geriatrics leadership brought these providers together as one team. The team 
was eventually moved into the mental health service line and has only grown since that 
time. The providers on this team, serve as subject matter experts and direct care 
providers across a total of six service lines at Atlanta VA.  
 
This team is unique due to the integrated care model. While it works together as a unit 
and support each other, it also works primarily with medical professionals day-to-day. 
So, while the program is all mental health providers (psychology, social work and 
psychiatry), it spends its days with geriatricians, polytrauma physicians, neurologists, 
anesthesiologists, nursing, dieticians, physical therapists, recreational therapists, 
chaplains and more.  
 
This team also emerged based on the needs of the aging Veteran population. Veteran 
patients have complex medical care needs, often due to service-related conditions 
(such as Agent Orange exposure), and the combination of military service with these 



resulting medical concerns creates a specialty care population. Atlanta VA is a leader in 
the nation in integrated care and number and scope of embedded geri mental health 
providers. 
 
Finally, the team specifically handles dementia and death. While any mental health 
provider could do end of life work, it is not commonly done. This team includes 
providers who may conduct family therapy at end of life, sit at bedside with a dying 
patient or offer bereavement care. The providers feel privileged and honored to spend 
this time with our Veterans. 
 
The program relies on the support of administrative staff within the mental health 
service line, as well as in other service lines. It also relies on the support of leadership 
across six service lines, some of whom do not completely understand what it does (try 
explaining neuropsychology to anyone outside of mental health). This program works 
because strong relationships have been formed and trust gained between members of 
leadership who believe in the value of mental health care. The ability to assist in 
unusual circumstances, give a brief presentation on a topic and jump in with problem 
solving has cultivated these relationships over time.  
 
Members of the team serve on various Emory committees. They also serve 
professionally in GPA and APA, and provide supervision, mentoring and training 
through the department. They are always willing and able to collaborate whenever our 
specialties can be of use. 
 
Something that might not be common knowledge about the program is the breadth of 
coverage provided. It works in outpatient settings, medical inpatient, ICU, long term care 
and in the home. It co-treats with medical specialties, offers same-day availability and 
serves as consultants. The team members provide individual (short and long term), 
couples, group and adult family therapy. Some of the group work is innovative, such as 
co-leading a tinnitus group or discussing death and dying concerns.  
 
Anyone interested in the team or providers can contact Jennifer Smith via email or 404-
321-6111 (x202483). They can also contact Mike Martin via email or 404-321-6111 
(x204354). Information is available to send out about individual services provided. They 
are always happy to discuss development of similar teams in other locations. 
 

FACULTY KUDOS 
Major Leadership Appointments, Activities and Achievements 
David Goldsmith will be promoted to the rank of Associate Professor effective 
September 1, 2024. 
 
Vas Michopoulos was granted tenure as an Associate Professor effective September 1, 
2024. 
 
Research  

mailto:Jennifer.Smith18d3db@va.gov
mailto:Michael.Martin783c4@va.gov


Baum ML, Widge AS, Carpenter LL, McDonald WM, Cohen BM, Nemeroff CB; 
American Psychiatric Association (APA) Workgroup on Biomarkers and Novel 
Treatments. Pharmacogenomic Clinical Support Tools for the Treatment of Depression. 
Am J Psychiatry. 2024 Apr 30:appiajp20230657. doi: 10.1176/appi.ajp.20230657. Epub 
ahead of print. PMID: 38685859. 
 
Clark CJ, Bergenfeld I, Shervinskie A, Johnson ER, Cheong YF, Kaslow NJ, & Yount 
KM. (2024). Validity of a common measure of intimate partner violence perpetration: 
Impact on study inference in trials in low- and middle-income countries. Population 
Health, 101683. DOI: 10.1016/j.ssmph.2024.101683 
 
Elbasheir A, Katrinli S, Kearney BE, Lanius RA, Harnett NG, Carter SE, Ely TD, Bradley 
B, Gillespie CF, Stevens JS, Lori A, van Rooij SJH, Powers A, Jovanovic T, Smith 
AK, Fani N. (accepted, JAMA Network Open). Racial discrimination associates with 
neural connectivity and epigenetic aging in Black women. 
 
Goodman G.  (in press).  Stephen Ministry:  Carrying each other’s burdens.  Journal of 
Spirituality in Mental Health. 
 
Harnett NG, Fani N, Rowland G, Kumar P, Rutherford S, Nickerson LD. (2024), 
Population-level normative models reveal race- and socioeconomic-related variability in 
cortical thickness of threat neurocircuitry. Commun Biol, Jun 19;7(1):745. doi: 
10.1038/s42003-024-06436-7. PMID: 38898062. 
 
Webb KE, Carter SE, Ressler KJ, Fani N*, Harnett NG*. (accepted, Neuroscience and 
Biobehavioral Reviews). The neurophysiological consequences of racism-related 
stressors in Black Americans. 
 
Honors, Awards, Rankings 
Faculty Awards at the 2024 Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences Residency Graduation: 

• Miles Crowder Excellence in Teaching Award – Jeffrey Rakofsky 
• Medical Student Faculty Teaching Award – Troy Kapral 
• Outpatient Psychotherapy Award – Clinical Faculty Supervisor Award – Christina 

Clarke 
• PGY-1 Teaching Award – Challyn Malone 
• PGY-2 Teaching Award – Hema Kher 
• PGY-3 Teaching Award – Jennifer Wootten 
• PGY-4 Teaching Award – Yilang Tang 

 
 
Faculty Awards at the 2024 Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences Psychology 
Graduation: 

• Dr. Anthony Y Stringer Award for Excellence in Neuropsychology Teaching – 
Kayci Vickers 

• Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Excellence in Teaching Award – Soumitri Sil 
• Dr. Carol L Webb Award for Excellence in Teaching – Erica Marshall-Lee 



• Richard Morrell Community Service Award – Justin Williams  
 
The following faculty were honored for the 2024 Educator Appreciation Day: 

• Milena Armani 
• Jessica Cooper 
• Andrea Crowell 
• Kallio Hunnicutt-Ferguson 
• Nori Lim 
• Joe Mathias 
• Jeffrey Rakofsky 
• Ann Schwartz 
• Andrew Sherrill 
• Yilang Tang 
• Constantina Watson 
• Ray Young 

 
Thanks to the ongoing generous support from Dr. McDonald and the priority he places 
on support faculty in advancing their careers, the following members of the faculty were 
able to receive Faculty Development Funds: 

• Marianne Celano along with Alex Perez, Lindsay Stewart, Laura Jane Miller and 
Milena Armani will be presenting a series of papers at the PCIT International 
Convention in Knoxville, TN. 

• Krystal Frieson Bonaparte received funds to travel to the annual convention of 
the American Psychological Association and present on Diversity Considerations 
in Psychotherapy for Substance Use Disorders.  

• Courtland Hyatt received funds to present at the 2024 European Conference for 
Personality in Berlin. His presentation is entitled “Identifying Links, or Lack 
theorof, Between Personality in the Brain in Very Large Samples.” 

• Ann Schwartz received funds to support her career development in addiction 
medicine.  

• Andrew Sherrill will be receiving advanced training in addressing DEI-related 
issues in the assessment and treatment of OCD offered by IOCDF. 

 
The following faculty members were recognized as Top Docs in Atlanta Magazine: 

• Jennifer Holton – Child and Adolescent Psychiatry  
• Meg Weigel – Psychiatry 

 
Erica Duncan was elected to the status of Distinguished Life Fellow of the American 
Psychiatric Association. 
 
Jennifer Felger received the 2024 George Solomon Award from the 
Psychoneuroimmunological Research Society. 
 



Julie Kable received the 2024 Henry Rosett Award for lifetime contributions to Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) Research from the FASD Study Group and was 
the featured speaker at their yearly meeting. 
 
Allison LoPilato was promoted to Associate Director, Child, Adolescent & Young Adult 
Division. 
 
Ashley Smith has been honored with the Grady Palliative Care Champion Award for 
2024. 
 
Jennifer Stevens received the 2024 Mid-Career Innovation Award from the International 
Society for Traumatic Stress Studies. 
Charlotte Van Hale received the Rotation Teaching Award from the Emory Family 
Medicine Residency Program.  
 
Justine Welsh was elected to the status of Fellow of the American Psychiatric 
Association. 
 
Jennifer Wootten was elected to the status of Distinguished Life Fellow of the American 
Psychiatric Association. 
 
Presentations 
Rob Cotes and Justin Palanci presented “'Feasibility of an Open Dialogue-Inspired 
Approach for Young Adults with Psychosis in the US” at the ISPS-International Conference in 
Helsinki, Finland. 
 
Negar Fani chaired the symposia “Lived experiences within minoritized populations: 
how unique stressors create mental health disparities” at the 2024 Stress Neurobiology 
Workshop. 
 
Jeff Rakofsky presented the following presentations at the ADMSEP annual conference: 

• The Psychiatry Clerkship: A Primer for New(ish) Clerkship Directors 
• Bias in Letters of Recomendations: Are Standardized Letters the Solution? 
• Educational Research: Statistics and Methodology Simplified 

 
 
Media 
Negar Fani (1) Everyday Health – Racism May Speed Up Aging and Increase Risk 
Preventable Diseases in Black Women (2) Real Health – Discrimination May 
Accelerate Aging in Black Women (3) Neuropsychopharmacology Brainpod – C-
reactive protein moderates associations between racial discrimination and 
ventromedial prefrontal cortex activation during attention to threat in Black 
American women 
 
Jessica Maples-Keller (1) AJC – Emory Researchers Studying Psychedelic-
Assisted Treatment for PTSD 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.everydayhealth.com%2Fhealth-disparities%2Fracism-speed-up-aging-increase-risk-of-dementia-and-preventable-diseases%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdouglas.s.blair%40emory.edu%7C2be4f4864e52483f4b5c08dc8f0abc42%7Ce004fb9cb0a4424fbcd0322606d5df38%7C0%7C0%7C638542523474129477%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NW9K3f8%2BT3OH3cl%2FeInJjB8ZEcAH9VCd%2BBI4LLt4T1M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.everydayhealth.com%2Fhealth-disparities%2Fracism-speed-up-aging-increase-risk-of-dementia-and-preventable-diseases%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdouglas.s.blair%40emory.edu%7C2be4f4864e52483f4b5c08dc8f0abc42%7Ce004fb9cb0a4424fbcd0322606d5df38%7C0%7C0%7C638542523474129477%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NW9K3f8%2BT3OH3cl%2FeInJjB8ZEcAH9VCd%2BBI4LLt4T1M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.realhealthmag.com/article/discrimination-may-accelerate-aging-black-women
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https://www.nature.com/npp/podcast
https://www.nature.com/npp/podcast
https://www.nature.com/npp/podcast
https://www.nature.com/npp/podcast
https://www.ajc.com/news/emory-researchers-studying-psychedelic-assisted-treatment-for-ptsd/APD563DU7VBIJMWOD2B2UCI4OY/
https://www.ajc.com/news/emory-researchers-studying-psychedelic-assisted-treatment-for-ptsd/APD563DU7VBIJMWOD2B2UCI4OY/


 
James Rilling (1) Fortune – As a New Father, I was Blindsided by Postpartum 
Depression. I’m Not Alone (2) Yahoo! Science – As a New Father, I was Blindsided 
by Postpartum Depression. I’m Not Alone 
 
Barbara Rothbaum (1) AJC – Emory Researchers Studying Psychedelic-Assisted 
Treatment for PTSD 
 
 

ADJUNCT FACULTY KUDOS 
The following adjunct faculty members were recognized as Top Docs in Atlanta 
Magazine 

• Kelly Coffman – Psychiatry  
• Susan Kirsch – Child and Adolescent Psychiatry  
• Carrie Poline – Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
• Sarah Vinson – Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

 
Nicole Cotton was elected to the status of Distinguished Fellow of the American 
Psychiatric Association. 
 
Sarah Juul was elected to the status of Distinguished Fellow of the American 
Psychiatric Association. 
 
Brittany Penson received the Community and State Hospitals Section of Division 18 of 
the American Psychological Association’s first annual Outstanding Service Award.  
 
Deborah Simkin was accepted to the Yale Executive MBA program in Healthcare 
Equity. 
 

TRAINEE KUDOS 
Michelle Bach presented “The Altered Mind: Ethics in Interventional Psychiatry” at the 
Stanford Medicine Center for Biomedical Ethics.  
 
Catherine Bennett received the Grady Outstanding Resident and Outstanding PGY-3 
Awards.  
 
Tahj Blow is one of the House Staff Organization Professionalism Excellence (HOPE) 
Award winners for 2023-2024. 
 
Najeah Okashah received the 2024 National Institute of Mental Health Outstanding 
Resident Award.   
 
Uehling M, Van Tiem J, Broussard B, Cubellis L, Othman A, Ackleh Y, Griner E, Palanci 
J, Cotes RO. Integrating Open Dialogue with coordinated specialty care in a 
Southeastern US public hospital: A qualitative study of clinicians’ perspectives. SSM-
Mental Health. 2024 Jun 1;5:100311. 

https://fortune.com/well/article/postpartum-depression-men/
https://fortune.com/well/article/postpartum-depression-men/
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https://www.ajc.com/news/emory-researchers-studying-psychedelic-assisted-treatment-for-ptsd/APD563DU7VBIJMWOD2B2UCI4OY/


 
2024 Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences Residency Graduation Awards: 

• PRITE Award: Zachary Bosshardt 
• Resident Recognition Awards: Catherine Bennett, Chaewon Im, Nicholas 

Thompson, Justin Trop, Tyler Vanderhoof 
• Wellborn Fellowship Scholars: Abigail Clark and Caitlin Smith 
• Medical Student Resident Teaching Awards: Catherine Bennett and Jordan 

Hildenbrand 
• Resident Research Award: Sumeet Sharma 
• Psychotherapy Distinction Awards: Zachary Bosshardt, Nicholas Thompson, 

Justin Trop 
 
2024 Psychology Graduation Awards: 

• Christyn Hosking – Keith A Wood, PhD, ABPP Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Award in Psychology 

 
General Psychiatry Residents Future Plans 

• Hannah Albritton - Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship, Emory University 
School of Medicine; Atlanta, GA 

• John Borkovich, MD - Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship, Emory 
University School of Medicine; Atlanta, GA 

• Zachary Bosshardt - Addiction Psychiatry Fellowship, Emory University School of 
Medicine; Atlanta, GA 

• Chaewon Im - Attending Psychiatrist, Hilo Medical Center; Hilo, HI 
• John Reitz - Attending Psychiatrist, Northside Hospital; Atlanta, GA 
• Brandon Sims - Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship, Emory University School of 

Medicine; Atlanta, GA 
• Absar Tahir - Private Practice; Atlanta, GA 
• Nicholas Thompson - Assistant Professor, Emory University School of Medicine 

and Attending, Consult-Liaison Service, Grady Memorial Hospital; Atlanta, GA 
• Justin Trop - Private Practice; Atlanta, GA 
• Tyler Vanderhoof - Attending Psychiatrist, Cleveland Clinic; Cleveland, OH 
• Margaret Wohlleber - Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship, University of 

Washington School of Medicine; Seattle, WA 
 
Internal Medicine-Psychiatry Residents Future Plans 

• Nora Loughry - Infectious Disease Fellowship, Emory University School of 
Medicine; Atlanta, GA 

• Margaret To - Infectious Disease Fellowship, Emory University School of 
Medicine; Atlanta, GA 

 
Psychology Interns Future Plans 

• Demy Alfonso – Postdoctoral Residency in Pediatric Neuropsychology, Department 
of Neuropsychology, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and Emory University School 
of Medicine 



• Frances Calkins - Postdoctoral Fellowship in Perinatal Mental Health, Clinical 
Psychology Program, Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior, Alpert 
Medical School of Brown University  

• Danielle Currin - Postdoctoral Residency in Health Service Psychology, Department 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Emory University School of Medicine 

• Lena Etzel - Clinical Neuropsychology Postdoctoral Fellowship, Department of 
Clinical and Health Psychology, University of Florida 

• Daniel Mulligan - Postdoctoral Research Scholar, Family Adversity and Resilience 
Research Program, Department of Psychiatry, University of Connecticut School of 
Medicine  

• Molly Split - Postdoctoral Fellowship in Neuropsychology, Clinical Neuropsychology 
Specialty Program, Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior, Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University  

• Tiffany Tucker - Postdoctoral Fellowship in Pediatric Neuropsychology, Texas 
Children's Hospital and Department of Pediatrics, Division of Psychology, Baylor 
College of Medicine 

• Da’Mere Wilson - Postdoctoral Residency in Health Service Psychology, Department 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Emory University School of Medicine 

 
Psychology Postdoctoral Residents Future Plans 

• Sophie Arkin - Psychologist, Suicide Prevention, WellStar Health System 
• Brittany R. Clayton - Clinical and Forensic Psychologist, U.S. Naval Hospital - 

Nagasaki, Japan 
• Liselotte de Wit - Assistant Professor in Neuropsychology at Emory 

Rehabilitation Hospital and Emory's Cognitive Empowerment Program 
• Donovan Ellis - Assistant Professor, Adult Outpatient Psychiatry, Emory 

University School of Medicine Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
• Kayla Fitch - Pediatric Primary Care Psychologist, Wellstar Healthcare System 
• Alban Foulser - VA Trauma Recovery Program and Anxiety and Trauma Clinic of 

Atlanta 
• Desireé Frain - Adjunct teaching at Mercer University 
• Mayank Gandhi – Second Year Postdoctoral Resident - Complex Behavior 

Support Program - Marcus Autism Center/Children's Healthcare of Atlanta 
• Nancy Gimbel - Clinical Health Psychologist in Women's Health at Wellstar 

Health System 
• Shannon Harper - Postdoctoral Resident, Emory Department of Pediatrics – 

Multidisciplinary Feeding Program - Marcus Autism Center/Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta 

• Christyn Hosking - Clinical Psychologist, Blue Sage Psychotherapy Group, 
Chicago 

• Chloe Holbrook - Assistant Professor, Clinical Assessment and Diagnostics/Early 
Intervention Program at Marcus Autism Center, Emory University School of 
Medicine 

• Becca Huber - Assistant Professor & Clinical Neuropsychologist at the University 
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