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Bill Bornstein, MD, PhD 
 
Professor of Medicine (Endocrinology) 
Chief Medical Officer and Chief Quality & Patient Safety Officer, Emory Healthcare 
 
Dr. Bornstein is Professor of Medicine (Endocrinology, Metabolism, and Lipids) and has the distinction of Master Clinician in the 
Emory University School of Medicine Department of Medicine. He also serves as the Chief Medical Officer and Chief Quality & Patient 
Safety Officer for Emory Healthcare. In these latter roles, Dr. Bornstein has led the development of a quality and safety program that has 
been nationally recognized for breakthrough improvements. In 2006, he led a major expansion of the Emory Healthcare quality program 
with the formation of a new Emory Healthcare Office of Quality. The Office of Risk and Insurance Services merged with the Office of 
Quality in 2009, to form the Emory Healthcare Office of Quality and Risk, which Dr. Bornstein directs.  
 
Dr. Bornstein has been a champion of system approaches to improving quality, including the development of new care models and the 
leveraging of information technology to this end. A major current focus is enterprise-wide care transformation built on a platform of a 
"Lean" enterprise operating system. This work has been initiated under the auspices of the James C. Kennedy Initiative funded by a 
generous gift from the James M. Cox Foundation.  
 
Dr. Bornstein is a Board-certified internist and endocrinologist and continues to care for patients in the Emory Clinic. He received his 
undergraduate degree in mathematics from Dartmouth College and his M.D. and Ph.D. (Cell & Molecular Biology) from the Medical 
College of Georgia. He did his internal medicine training at Duke, where he served as assistant chief resident, and his fellowship in 
endocrinology and metabolism at the Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) and Harvard Medical School. After completing his 
fellowship, Dr. Bornstein stayed on at the MGH working on the molecular biology of calcium regulation in the laboratory of Dr. Henry 
Kronenberg, before moving to Atlanta in 1986.  
 
Dr. Bornstein is a recognized national leader in quality, safety, and the use of information technology in improving healthcare delivery. 
He has served on a number of national committees and advisory bodies in these areas including the Clinical Evaluative Sciences Council 
Steering Committee and the Risk Adjustment Task Force of the University HealthSystem Consortium (UHC), the Professional and 
Technical Advisory Committee for the hospital accreditation process of The Joint Commission, the Standards and Survey Procedures 
Committee of the Joint Commission, and the steering committee of the Integrating Quality Initiative of the Association of American 
Medical Colleges (which he chaired from 2014-2016). Dr. Bornstein currently chairs the Vizient University HealthSystem Consortium 
Medical Leadership Network Steering Committee and co-chairs the Anthem National Advisory Panel on Value-Based Solutions and 
serves on the AHRQ PSNet Technical Expert Panel. In 2012, he was appointed by Georgia Governor Nathan Deal to serve on the 
Governor’s Special Advisory Commission on Mandated Health Insurance Benefits and in 2014 to serve on the Governor’s Ebola 
Response Team. He also serves on the Board of Directors of the Grady Memorial Hospital Corporation and the CHRISTUS Health 
Board Quality and Patient Safety Committee. 
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Jada Bussey-Jones, MD 

Associate Professor, Emory University School of Medicine 
Professor of Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine 

 
Dr. Bussey-Jones currently serves as the Chief of General Medicine and Geriatrics for Emory at Grady Memorial Hospital 
and the Director of Education for Emory’s Urban Health Initiative. She works collaboratively to improve access and quality 
of care for Grady’s patient population. Her leadership roles involve hospital-based, ambulatory, and community-based 
initiatives. Dr. Bussey-Jones received her B.A. in biology and sociology and her M.D. from Emory University. She did her 
clinical training at the University of Maryland. She completed a research apprenticeship at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, where she worked on issues involving health care disparities. Additionally, she completed a fellowship in 
General Internal Medicine at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is currently a Professor of Medicine at 
Emory University School of Medicine with a strong interest in minority health and health care disparities. 

 
Her academic work centers on interventions to mitigate health disparities and understand and address social 
determinants of health. She founded the Social Medicine Work Group in the Division of General Internal Medicine. This 
enthusiastic group of faculty members devotes itself to educational projects, research, and community service-related 
issues in caring for underserved populations. She is an active member on several community boards. In addition to her 
local work, Dr. Bussey-Jones is involved with several regional and national organizations, including serving as Chair of the 
National Disparities Education Task Force for the Society of General Internal Medicine where she led work on an award- 
winning curriculum and pre-course on disparities education and a national effort to develop and implement a "train-the- 
trainer" disparities curriculum. Her work has been recognized with several awards, including the 2005 American Business 
Women’s Association Award for Community Service, the Georgia American College of Physicians Community Service 
Award (2007), Emory‘s Nanette Wenger Service Award (2009) and Dean’s Teaching Award (2013), and the Society of 
General Internal Medicine National Award for Mentorship in Education (2014). 

 

 
Neal Dickert, Jr., MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of Cardiology 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Joint appointment: Department of Epidemiology 
Director: Recruitment Innovation Center, GA CTSA 

Dr. Dickert is Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division of Cardiology. He also holds a secondary appointment in the 
Department of Epidemiology at the Rollins School of Public Health and is on staff at the Atlanta VA Medical Center. Dr. 
Dickert is a board-certified cardiologist whose clinical work is primarily in cardiac critical care and echocardiography. He 
completed medical school at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and a PhD in health policy and bioethics 
and the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. He completed an internal medicine residency at Johns 
H opkins and a cardiology fellowship at Emory. Dr. Dickert joined the faculty at Emory in 2012 as part of the Emory Clinical 
Cardiovascular Research Institute. 
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Dr. Dickert’s research focuses on ethical issues relevant to cardiology practice and clinical research. In particular, he is 
actively engaged in research projects addressing the conduct of clinical research in acute care contexts where informed 
consent is either impossible or very difficult. Dr. Dickert is also interested in and has published work regarding 
investigators’ responsibilities to provide ancillary care to research participants, the process of shared decision-making for 
clinical care and research participation, and the role of incentives for research recruitment. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Felix G. Fernandez, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Department of Surgery, Emory University 
School of Medicine 
Chief, Section of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Atlanta Veterans Administration Medical Center 
Quality Officer, General Thoracic Surgery, Emory Healthcare 

 
Dr. Fernandez earned his MD with highest distinction from Wayne State University School of Medicine, did a research 
fellowship focused on translational transplant immunology at the Department of Surgery of Washington University School 
of Medicine, and completed his general surgery residency and cardiothoracic surgery fellowship at Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital. He specializes in thoracic oncology and lung transplantation, and is affiliated with both the Winship Cancer 
Institute of Emory University and the Emory Transplant Center. In 2010, Dr. Fernandez established a minimally invasive 
thoracic surgery program at the Atlanta VA Medical Center and was an essential contributor to Emory reaching its 300th 
lung transplant milestone in September 2010. 

Dr. Fernandez's research interests include outcomes in thoracic oncology and quality improvement. In 2014, the Graham 
Foundation of the American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS) named Dr. Fernandez a Cardiothoracic Surgical 
Investigator for 2014-2015. The Foundation will provide support for his pilot study to integrate patient reported outcomes 
data (PROs) into Emory's General Thoracic Surgery Database of the Society of Thoracic Surgeons (STS). That same 
year, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) awarded Dr. Fernandez an RO1 grant for a study that 
seeks to identify which patients are at risk for reduced long-term survival following lung cancer surgery and the most 
advantageous surgical strategies for these patients. 

In 2015, Dr. Fernandez began co-directing an effort with Dr. Alessandro Brunelli from St. James's University Hospital in 
Leeds, England, to link lung cancer surgery outcomes data from the Society of Thoracic Surgeons General Thoracic 
Surgery Database and the European Society of Thoracic Surgery (ESTS) Database. STS and ESTS standardized the 
definitions and terminology used across their respective databases, and are now examining patterns of care and 
outcomes for lung cancer surgery. This collaborative effort could foster clinical research collaboration across the 
continents and disseminate important findings faster. 
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Daniel P. Hunt, MD, FACP 
Division Director, Division of Hospital Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Professor of Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine 

 
Dan Hunt, MD received his MD degree from Vanderbilt University School of Medicine and completed his internal medicine 
residency at Vanderbilt with his third year at Baylor College of Medicine. He then spent eleven years in private practice of 
general internal medicine in Houston, becoming a partner with the Medical Clinic of Houston in the Texas Medical Center. 
He was subsequently recruited as a clinician educator by Baylor College of Medicine where he focused much of his  
clinical effort on the inpatient wards and participated in a variety of medical education activities, including direction of the 
Patient, Physician and Society-3 course and of a major CME course for the Department of Medicine. During his time at 
Baylor, Dr. Hunt received over 35 major teaching awards. 

 
Dr. Hunt was recruited in 2005 by the Massachusetts General Hospital to develop and lead the Inpatient Clinician  
Educator Service for the Department of Medicine. In 2010, Dan became the Chief of the Hospital Medicine Unit that 
combined the Clinician Educator Service and the larger direct-care Hospital Medicine Group under a unified administrative 
and academic structure. Dan is also a Deputy Editor for the Journal of Hospital Medicine. He is an active member of the 
Society of Hospital Medicine, the Society of General Internal Medicine, and the Association of Chiefs and Leaders in 
General Internal Medicine. 

 
Dan’s scholarship has focused primarily on medical education and perioperative management. In addition, Dan has been 
the primary discussant for five “Clinicopathologic Case Conferences (CPCs)” published by the New England Journal of 
Medicine and has served as the unknown case discussant at national conferences. Dr. Hunt received the Alfred Kranes 
Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching at the MGH in 2006 and 2011, the Best Clinical Instructor Award from Harvard 
Medical School in 2008, and the Society of Hospital Medicine Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2011. Dr. Hunt’s 
current academic interests are venous thromboembolic disease, perioperative management, bedside application of 
evidence-based medicine, innovative approaches to medical education, faculty development of clinician educators, and 
mentoring of junior faculty. 
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Ted Johnson, MD MPH 
Paul W. Seavey Chair and Division Chief, Division of General Medicine and Geriatrics 
Emory Department of Medicine 
Professor of Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Chair 
Department of Family and Preventive Medicine 
Investigator 
Birmingham/Atlanta VA GRECC 

 
Dr. Johnson is a professor in the Department of Medicine, with adjunct appointments in Public Health and Urology. He 
serves as the director of the Division of General Medicine and Geriatrics and director of the Emory Center for Health in 
Aging. He holds the Paul W. Seavey Chair in Medicine and is the chair of the Family and Preventive Medicine 
Department. He is board-certified in internal medicine and geriatric medicine. 

 
Dr. Johnson received his MD from Northwestern University Medical School and his MPH from the University of North 
Carolina School of Public Health in Chapel Hill, NC. Dr. Johnson first arrived at Emory University and the Atlanta VA 
Medical Center in 1997. 

 
Dr. Johnson's clinical research program focuses on delivering the appropriate care to elderly patients and quality of life 
issues facing adults as they age. In particular, he studies particular bladder dysfunction with aging. He receives support 
from federal and VA grants. Dr. Johnson sees patients needing specialty care for lower urinary tract disorders at the 
Atlanta VA Medical Center in Decatur, GA, and at the Emory Clinic. 

 
 

 
 
Edward Lin, DO, MBA 
Professor of Surgery, Division of General and GI Surgery, Department of Surgery, Emory University School of 
Medicine 
Chief, Division of General and GI Surgery, Department of Surgery, Emory University School of Medicine 
Associate Program Director, Emory Endosurgery Fellowship, Department of Surgery, Emory University School 
of Medicine 
Director, Gastroesophageal Treatment Center and Esophageal Physiology Lab, The Emory Clinic 
Surgical Director, Emory Bariatric Center 
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While Dr. Lin was a young surgeon training in New York City in the 1990s, the field of laparoscopic surgery exploded. 
He realized that many of the operations performed in the abdomen (liver, stomach, pancreas, and colon) could be 
completed with smaller incisions, thereby speeding up recovery. Since that time, he has focused on developing ways to 
perform these same operations in as minimally invasive a manner as possible. 

 
He was the first surgeon in the U.S. to perform endoscopic plication for gastroesophageal reflux at Emory University 
Hospital Midtown in June 2004; directed the development of a single incision, laparoscopic technique for resection of 
colon cancer; and worked with Dr. Juan Sarmiento to develop unique techniques for laparoscopic-assisted formal liver 
resections, such as the performance of laparoscopic hepatectomy though incisions that are much smaller than those of 
a standard open procedure. 

 
Dr. Lin has been the surgical director of the Emory Bariatric Center since 2006, and successfully led the center's 
accreditation process for its Emory University Hospital-Midtown location from the Bariatric Surgery Center Network of the 
American College of Surgeons (ACS BSCN) in 2007, 2011, and 2013. He travels academically teaching laparoscopic 
and endoscopy techniques, is an officially designated Lap Band proctor, mentors dozens of surgeons throughout the 
country, and is a leader in operations management related to surgical practice and delivery of patient care. He is an 
acknowledged expert in esophageal, stomach, bowel, and robotic surgery. 
 
 
 

 
 

Raymond J. Lynch, MD 
Assistant Professor of Surgery, Division of Transplantation, Department of Surgery, Emory University School of 
Medicine 

 
Dr. Lynch received his MD along with a master's degree in immunobiology from Yale University School of Medicine in 
2005. He completed his residency in general surgery at the University of Michigan as well as a two year research 
fellowship funded by the American Society of Transplant Surgeons. After completing his fellowship in abdominal 
transplantation at Emory, he joined the faculty of the University of Kansas Medical Center. In 2014, he was awarded the 
Vanguard Prize of the American Society of Transplant Surgeons for prior studies on accommodation following renal 
transplantation. Dr. Lynch specializes in adult and pediatric liver and kidney transplantation and hepatopancreatobiliary 
diseases and malignancies. His academic interests include resource utilization and outcomes analysis in transplantation. 
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Shishir K. Maithel, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Division of Surgical Oncology, Department of Surgery, Emory University 
School of Medicine 

 
Dr. Maithel has worked in clinical investigation and outcomes analysis of patients treated for tumors of the liver, biliary 
tract, pancreas, and stomach. He is a member of the Discovery and Developmental Therapeutics Research Program at 
Winship Cancer Institute, and leads the translational research program in the Emory Division of Surgical Oncology, which 
focuses on identifying tumor specific molecular biomarkers as predictors of outcome and chemotherapeutic response for 
tumors of the liver, biliary tract, pancreas, and stomach (including colorectal liver metastases and pancreas cancer). 
Dr. Maithel uses the diverse learning opportunities provided by his highly active laboratory to mentor medical students, 
general surgery residents on research sabbatical, and post-graduate research fellows. 
 
Dr. Maithel provided the medical direction and voice-over narration for the "Surgical Anatomy of the Liver" app. Intended 
for trainees, medical students, instructors, and professionals, this highly comprehensive interactive 3D app allows users 
to mentally map the anatomy of the liver in ways that were never before possible with print illustrations or imaging 
studies. 

 
 

 
 

David Murphy, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Critical Care Medicine 

 
Dr. Murphy is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Emory University in the Division of Pulmonary, Allergy, Critical Care 
and Sleep Medicine. He is a physician, researcher, and expert in healthcare quality and patient safety. Dr. Murphy 
completed undergraduate education at Johns Hopkins University. He obtained his medical degree from New Jersey 
Medical School in 2002. He trained in Internal Medicine at Robert Wood Johnson Medical School from 2002-2005 and 
subsequently served as Chief Resident and Instructor of Medicine for an additional year. In 2011, Dr. Murphy completed 
his fellowship training at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine. While 
at Johns Hopkins, Dr. Murphy also received his doctor of philosophy in Clinical Investigation from the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health under the mentorship of Dr. Peter Pronovost, MD, PhD.  
 
In 2011, Dr. Murphy was recruited to join the Emory University faculty as Assistant Professor of Medicine. He serves in a 
number of leadership positions at Emory including Director of Quality for the Emory Critical Care Center, Director of 
Research for the Emory Healthcare Office of Quality, and Director of Critical Care Quality at Grady Memorial Hospital. 
Active clinically, Dr. Murphy sees patients and supervises students, residents, and fellows at multiple sites within the 
Emory system including Emory University Hospital Midtown and Grady Memorial Hospital.  
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Dr. Murphy’s research focuses on advancing healthcare quality and patient safety by improving the translation of 
evidence into practice. Applying a range of clinical research and health services research methodologies, he is 
developing approaches to evaluate healthcare delivery, to assess barriers to best practices, and to improve healthcare 
delivery across organizations. His primary research areas include: healthcare associated conditions, transfusion 
medicine, sepsis, and acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). 

 
My research focuses on advancing healthcare quality and patient safety by improving the translation of evidence into 
practice. Applying a range of clinical research and health services research methodologies, I am developing 
approaches to evaluate healthcare quality, assess barriers to evidence based practices, and foster the translation of 
evidence into practice across organizations 

 
 

 
 
Sharon Muret-Wagstaff, PhD, MPA 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Thalia and Michael Carlos and Alfred A. Davis Center for Surgical Anatomy 
and Technique (CSAT), Department of Surgery, Emory University School of Medicine 

 
Dr. Muret-Wagstaff's work concentrates on the development of learning and performance systems at the individual, 
team, and organizational levels to promote quality of care and patient safety. She directs the Co-management of 
Operating Room Emergencies (CORE) Simulation Program for teams of surgeons, anesthesiologists, and nurses at 
Emory; serves as director of the High Fidelity Simulation Program for the Carlos and Davis Center for Surgical Anatomy 
and Technique (CSAT); and chairs the Simulation Teaching and Research Initiative of Atlanta. In addition to her Emory 
appointments, Dr. Muret-Wagstaff is faculty director of the CMS Learning Systems Fellowship Program in large-scale, 
multi-site quality improvement designs for the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 

 
At the national level, Dr. Muret-Wagstaff is associate editor of Simulation in Healthcare and serves on scientific review 
panels for several organizations. 

 
In former positions, Dr. Muret-Wagstaff founded international fellowship programs for the Institute for Healthcare 
Improvement, co-led two physician training programs that received the Academic Pediatric Association's top education 
program award, led the design of the simulation-based Harvard Assessment of Anesthesia Resident Performance 
instrument, created the faculty development program in education for Massachusetts General Hospital and Brigham and 
Women's Hospital, and spearheaded design and implementation of an institutional infrastructure that enabled 
interdisciplinary collaboration for quality among more than 400 operating room faculty and staff. 
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Ruth Parker, MD, MACP 
Professor of Medicine, Pediatrics, and Public Health 
 
Ruth M. Parker, MD, MACP, is a Professor of Medicine, Pediatrics, and Public Health at Emory University. For 
over two decades she has partnered with patients to help figure out how we better align health and health care 
demands, complexities, and information with the skills and abilities of everyone needing to know and understand 
how to get and use what they need for their health. An Associate of the National Research Council, she is 
recognized for research, educational, and advocacy efforts to advance health literacy, and views the lens of 
health literacy as foundational to understanding and promoting patient-centered research and care. She co-
authored the Test of Functional Health Literacy in Adults (TOFHLA) and the definition of health literacy used 
by Healthy People 2010, IOM, and NIH. 

Parker served in leadership roles with professional societies including the AMA and ACP Foundation, consults 
with federal and state agencies regarding health literacy, and served on the IOM’s Health Literacy Committee 
and Roundtable. She received national awards including AAMC’s Silver Achievement Award, ACP’s Richard 
and Hinda Rosenthal Award, the American Medical Writers Association’s Walter C. Alvarez Award, FDA’s 
Advisory Committee Service Award, and the Doak National Health Literacy Champion Award. 
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Rachel Patzer, PhD, MPH 
Associate Professor, Department of Surgery, Division of Transplantation 
Director, Medicine/Surgery Center for Health Services Research 
Director of Health Services Research, Emory Transplant Center 
Joint appointments: Medicine; Pediatrics; Epidemiology 
 
Dr. Patzer is a health services researcher whose investigations focus on healthcare access, quality of healthcare delivery, and 
healthcare outcomes. She has specific research interests in disparities in social determinants of health, community-based 
participatory research, predictive analytics, health care quality, medication adherence and self-management, mobile health 
technology, patient education, and healthcare resource utilization. Her recent research projects have focused on the development of a 
novel surveillance data registry for kidney disease, the development of quality metrics for health systems, epidemiologic 
investigations of the causes of variability in access to renal transplantation among pediatric and adult end-stage renal disease 
patients, and the development and evaluation of pragmatic interventions to improve access to transplantation. 

 
Dr. Patzer also teaches in the Master's in Science in Clinical Research (MSCR) Program, and is a Co-Director of the MSCR TL1 
program.   
 

 
 
 
Laura Plantinga, PhD, ScM 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Renal Division Emory University School of Medicine 
Joint appointments: General Medicine & Geriatrics; Transplant Surgery; Epidemiology  

 
Dr. Plantinga’s research focuses on multidisciplinary approaches to improving the quality of care among patients with 
chronic diseases, including older patients and patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD), end-stage renal disease 
(ESRD), and lupus. Dr. Plantinga currently leads studies funded by Satellite Healthcare (improving patient-centered care 
in dialysis via shared information on patient physical functioning; http://medicine.emory.edu/renal-medicine/renal- 
medicine-labs/informed/index.html) and AHRQ (identifying correlates of hospital readmissions in dialysis patients). She 
recently completed a pilot study of physical and cognitive functioning among lupus patients. Dr. Plantinga also  
collaborates on a variety of studies with Emory investigators in renal medicine, transplantation, geriatrics, rheumatology, 
hospital medicine, nursing, and epidemiology, as well as investigators outside of Emory, all aimed at improving care in 
underserved patient populations. Dr. Plantinga is a Deputy Section Editor for BMC Nephrology and serves on the Editorial 
Board of Kidney International and the National Kidney Foundation’s Education Committee. She has been an author on 
more than 100 peer-reviewed manuscripts.  

  

http://medicine.emory.edu/renal-medicine/renal-
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Virginia Shaffer, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Division of General and GI Surgery & Division of Colorectal Surgery, Department of 
Surgery, Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University, Emory University School of Medicine 
Co-Director, Surgical Grand Rounds, Department of Surgery, Emory University School of Medicine 
 
Dr. Shaffer earned her MD from the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, did her general surgery 
internship and residency at the Emory University School of Medicine, and completed her colorectal surgery fellowship 
at the Cleveland Clinic Florida. Her clinical specialties are laparoscopy, colon and rectal cancer, anal cancer, Crohn's 
disease, ulcerative colitis, inflammatory bowel disease, pouchitis, anorectal pathology, hereditary polyposis syndromes, 
rectal prolapse, pelvic floor disorders, and anal fistula. Her primary research focus is to collaborate with 
gastroenterologists on refining specific treatment for inflammatory bowel disease patients by developing methods to 
characterize response to medical and surgical therapies and ultimately tailor treatment to the individual patient based on 
genetic typing or phenotype. 
 

 
Joe Sharma, MD 
Associate Professor of General and Endocrine Surgery, Division of General and GI Surgery, Department of 
Surgery, Emory University School of Medicine 
Director, Thyroid and Endocrine Surgery, Emory University Hospital 
Chief Quality Officer, Department of Surgery, Emory University SOM 
National Surgical Quality Improvement Project (NSQIP) Champion, Emory University Hospital 
(Secondary Appointment) Medical Officer, Division of Healthcare Quality and Promotion, National Center for 
Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

 
Dr. Sharma specializes in thyroid and parathyroid surgery, adrenal gland surgery, and pancreatic endocrine tumors. He 
routinely performs outpatient parathyroidectomies, outpatient thyroidectomies, and adrenalectomies using minimally 
invasive methods and has published various journal articles on these techniques. 

He is very active in the Department of Surgery's quality and safety efforts, particularly as chair of the Wound Infection 
Group (WIG), which formed with a mandate to reduce surgical site infection (SSIs) at Emory hospitals. SSIs are a 
common healthcare-associated infection. The multidisciplinary group's agenda involves all aspects of patient care, from 
preoperative visits and perioperative counseling to intraoperative issues and post-op care. WIG collects outcomes data, 
feeds it into the ACS NSQIP database, and extracts areas from the results that need improvement. Through its various 
initiatives, one of which was the "Come Clean: Stop Surgical Infections Before They Start" iPad app for patients, WIG has 
lowered the incidence of surgical site infections at Emory hospitals. In October 2016, Dr. Sharma was appointed chief 
quality officer of the Department of Surgery. 
Dr. Sharma is also a frequent faculty participant in the Emory Haiti Alliance's summer surgical trips to the Central Plateau 
region, the poorest and most medically underserved area in all of Haiti. 
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Randi N. Smith, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor of Surgery, Trauma/Surgical Critical Care at Grady Memorial Hospital, Department of 
Surgery, Emory University School of Medicine 
Joint appointment: Department of Behavioral Sciences, Rollins School of Public Health 

 
Dr. Smith received her MD degree from the University of California San Francisco, and her MPH from Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. She completed her general surgery residency at the University of California San 
Francisco, and her fellowship in trauma and surgical critical care surgery at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Smith 
serves as a trauma surgeon, emergency/elective general surgeon, and surgical critical care intensivist at Grady Memorial 
Hospital. Her special interests include violence prevention, injury prevention, clinical outcomes, and the use of ultrasound 
in critical care. 
 
 
 

 
 
Nathan O. Spell III, M.D. 
Associate Dean 

  Education & Professional Development 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Division of General Medicine & Geriatrics 

 
Nathan Spell, M.D., oversees continuing medical education, faculty education and associated clinical development 
activities, programs and initiatives. He also focuses on embedding education strategies within major Emory Medicine 
clinical initiatives and integrating continuing education into clinical workflow. 
He earned his medical degree from Harvard and completed his internship and residency at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital. He practices general internal medicine and primary care. 
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Anne M Tomolo, MD, MPH 
Section Chief and Associate Division Director 
VA Quality and Primary Care 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Department of Medicine 

 
Anne Tomolo, M.D., M.P.H. is Chief of Quality for Medical Specialty Service at the Atlanta VA Medical Center. Dr. 
Tomolo completed her medical degree in 1996 at Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine (CWRU SOM) 
and finished her Internal Medicine residency in 1999. She was Chief Medical Resident for the Department of Medicine at 
University Hospitals of Cleveland and the Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of VA Medical Center. In 2002 she 
completed the National VA Quality Scholars Fellowship Program at the Cleveland site and her Master's in Public Health 
at CWRU. 

 
After completing her training, Dr. Tomolo served as the Emergency Department Director at the Louis Stokes Cleveland 
Department of VA Medical Center for eight years. During this time she successfully led the Medical Center's initiative to 
transform patient care coordination through the development of the Patient Transfer Center (PTC). The PTC provides an 
interdisciplinary approach to the management of all inpatient beds, coordination of all inpatient admissions, and case 
management of all fee-basis patients in non-VA facilities. This initiative was recognized with a VHA Systems Redesign 
Champion Award in 2009. 

 
 
 
 
Dr. Tomolo has served as a member of the National VA Learners' Perception Steering Committee from 2000-2008 and 
National VA Emergency Medicine Field Advisory Committee from 2005-2008. She was selected to the inaugural group to 
represent VA at the Institute for Healthcare Improvement's Managing Hospital Operations Course in 2006 and has 
served as a faculty member, planning committee member and coach for local, regional, and national VA system redesign 
initiatives related to patient flow. Currently she is a faculty member of VHA Systems Redesign Flow Academy. 

 
Dr. Tomolo is nationally recognized for her research in curriculum development and assessment in the graduate medical 
education competencies of Systems-Based Practice and Practice-Based Learning and Improvement (PBLI). She 
received VA Health Services Research and Development Merit funding to develop and evaluate a PBLI Tool to assess 
resident competence and guide curriculum development in this arena. 

 
Dr. Tomolo is the Director and Mentor of the Chief Resident in Quality and Safety position at the Atlanta VAMC. In 
addition, she is the VA Quality Scholars Advanced Fellowship Site Director and Physician Senior Scholar at the Atlanta 
VA Medical Center. 
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E. Camille Vaughan, MD, MS 
Section Chief 
Geriatric Medicine & Gerontology 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Department of Medicine 

 
Dr. Vaughan is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine, Division of General Medicine & Geriatrics. She 
graduated from the University of Tennessee (summa cum laude). She received her MD and MS (Clinical Research) 
degrees from Emory University. Dr. Vaughan completed her residency in internal medicine and geriatrics fellowship at 
Emory University and is board certified in internal medicine and geriatric medicine. She has been appointed Director of 
the Continence Clinic at The Emory Clinic at Wesley Woods and Assistant Director at of the Bronze Continence Clinic at 
the Atlanta VA Medical Center. She serves as an investigator in the Birmingham/Atlanta VA Geriatric 
Research, Education and Clinical Center and the Atlanta VA Rehabilitation Research and Development Center of 
Excellence. 
 
Dr. Vaughan’s research focus is to improve the management of lower urinary tract symptoms in older adults and 
specifically in adults with Parkinson disease. Along with her research team, she demonstrated the feasibility and efficacy 
of pelvic floor muscle exercise-based behavioral therapy to treat urinary incontinence in older adults with Parkinson 
disease. Through the support of a VA career development award she is conducting a randomized controlled trial of 
exercise-based behavioral therapy for the treatment of urinary incontinence in the setting of Parkinson disease. She also 
seeks to understand cognitive factors that may influence the ability of adults with Parkinson’s disease to learn and 
implement exercise-based strategies to ameliorate symptoms of the disease. 
 
Dr. Vaughan’s clinical practice is based at the Atlanta VA Medical Center and the Emory Clinic at Wesley Woods and 
the Emory Parkinson Comprehensive Care Clinic. 
 
Dr. Vaughan teaches students, residents, and fellows through various programs at Emory School of Medicine. 
She is a member of the American Geriatrics Society Research Committee.  She also serves on the Emory Department of 
Medicine Faculty Development Committee and is the faculty co-lead for the Research Community. Dr. Vaughan serves 
as Associate Section Chief for Research in Geriatrics and Gerontology. 
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