
55 Words from the Chair

Ted Johnson, MD, MPH

Our department awards nomination cycle is open now, so nominate a
colleague (or yourself) today! Scroll for good news on research, service,
and education. We’re on the move: if you missed the October 9th meeting
about the physical consolidation of Emory campus research and education
teams, and administrative offices, see the PowerPoint slide presentation
below.

 

DFPM Space Update
 

As a part of the financial mitigation strategy, SOM is reviewing all SOM space. The goal is to save money on
leasing and rental spaces. Thus, all SOM departments renting out space from non-SOM sources will need to
relocate to SOM-owned buildings. 

Jason Freiji will announce office hours soon to address questions about the upcoming move.

 

Important Links
 

Department Expense Request Form and Letterhead

FPM Expense Request Form FPM Letterhead/Poster & PowerPoint template

 

Opportunities and Events
FPM Annual Awards - Nominations Open!

Every year, Department of Family and Preventive medicine faculty and staff are nominated for awards in
recognition of their outstanding contributions to their division/program, the Department, the School of Medicine,
and Emory University. You can find full descriptions of each award as well as past recipients here. Nominate
yourself or a colleague today! Nominations close Nov. 3, 2025.

Faculty Teaching Awards

Excellence in Clinical Teaching
Excellence in Classroom Teaching

Educational Leadership, Service, and Program Development

Faculty Service Awards

Outstanding Clinician (Junior and Senior Faculty)
Distinguished Service (Junior and Senior Faculty)

Educational Leadership, Service, and Program Development

Faculty Research Awards

Emerging Research Scholar
Established Research Scholar

Faculty Mentoring Awards

Faculty Mentoring in Research
Faculty Mentoring in Education and Service

Staff Awards

Stellar Service Award
Outstanding Career Achievement Award

Innovation Award
Excellence in Leadership Award
Rising Star/Newcomer Award

Excellence in Research Support Award
Team Excellence Award - Administration

Team Excellence Award - Research/Science

Faculty and Staff Awards

Team Work Makes the Dream Work - faculty and staff team award
Community Engagement Champion

Details and Nomination Forms

 

Fund and Find Your Perfect Research Clinical Match!

Are you a clinician with a great idea from practice, but need a research partner?

Or a researcher eager to collaborate with clinicians to translate your work into real-world care?

The Emory DFPM Clinician–Researcher Collaboration Program helps you do both. You can apply with a
partner you already have in mind or ask to be matched — and receive $3,000–$5,000 in seed funding to launch
a one-year project in quality improvement, research, or education.

Together, we’re building partnerships that turn ideas from the clinic into innovations that shape patient care.

Who should apply:

• Clinicians with ideas or questions that could improve care or generate scholarship

• Researchers looking to collaborate on applied primary care projects

• Faculty pairs ready to start a small, high-impact project

Why apply:

• Turn ideas into pilot data, abstracts, or manuscripts

• Build sustainable partnerships across Emory Primary Care

• Receive mentorship and support from program leaders

• Foster innovation and improve clinical outcomes

Apply by: December 1, 2025

Application link: https://redcap.link/7d2xhzqc

Questions? Contact Chloe Jordan at chloe.jordan@emory.edu

Let’s connect ideas, expertise, and impact — together.

 

SOM Faculty Opportunities and Recognitions Calendar

Oct. 14 - Nov. 3: FPM Annual Awards nominations open - October 2025
Oct. 20 - Nov. 3: Annual Benefits Enrollment
Oct. 24-25: 27th Annual Cardiology Update for the Non-Cardiologist
Oct. 27-31: SOM Faculty Recognitions Week
Oct. 30: | 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. | HSRB & HSRB II. DOM David S. Stephens Faculty Research Day
Nov. 13: Transition to First Faculty Position Workshop
Nov. 17: Georgia (CTSA) Team Science award awards nomination deadline

SOM Faculty Development Calendar

 

Palliators at the Winship 5K

A big thank you to everyone who came out to represent the Palliative Care Center at the Winship 5K this year! It
was so much fun to see the enthusiasm and community spirit you brought to the event.

Here are some photos capturing the morning’s energy and smiles. For those who couldn’t make it this time, we
hope you’ll join the fun next year!

 

Celebrating our Successes
Ali elected as member of the National Academy of Medicine

Dr. Mo Ali has been elected a member of the National Academy of
Medicine (NAM), one of the highest honors in the fields of health and
medicine. Dr. Ali serves as the William H. Foege Distinguished Professor of
Global Health and a professor of epidemiology at Emory University’s
Rollins School of Public Health, co-director of the Emory Global Diabetes
Research Center, and vice chair of research in the Department of Family
and Preventive Medicine in addition to serving as a faculty member in the
Division of Family Medicine.

His work centers on cardiometabolic health—including diabetes, obesity,
and related conditions—as well as health care delivery, preventive
services, and implementation science. Read more here. 

Dr. Ali says, “I am so very honored by this recognition and feel privileged by the opportunities that membership
of the National Academy of Medicine will bring to impact human health globally. In many respects, this
achievement is a testament to the supportive and collegial environment at Emory University and the Woodruff
Health Sciences Center. I have built my entire career here. Over the years, the support and sponsorship of
mentors, department chairs, and deans have allowed me, the Emory Global Diabetes Research Center, and
research in Family and Preventive Medicine to flourish, and I remain grateful to all of them.”

 

New funding for Zarrabi and Kaplan

Dr. Ali John Zarrabi and Dr. Deanna Kaplan are part
of a multi-site team that NIH has funded for $20
million over 5 years to build a geriatrics-palliative
psychedelic consortium. Emory is one of the main sites
for the consortium and will receive ~$3.7 million and
see many of the patients for the proposed trials.  

The grant will cover the following:  1) development of a consortium to support and harmonize geripal
psychedelic trials (starting at Emory, Colorado, Harvard, NYU, Nebraska, UCSF with plans to expand to other
institutions) and 2) three clinical trials studying different doses of psilocybin and LSD in older adults (a two-year
safety trial, then, if safety is demonstrated, preliminary efficacy trials for chronic low back pain and cancer-
related pain).  We will be mixing evidence-based psychotherapies such as pain reprocessing therapy and
meaning-centered psychotherapy with psychedelic set/setting protocols.

 

New funding for Gebru

Dr. Neo Gebru has been awarded funding from the NIH for his R00 "Applying
Construal Level Theory to Develop and Test an Interactive Text Messaging Adjunct
Intervention to Reduce Heavy Drinking and HIV Risk." The funding is for 3
years/$750k and the project will test an interactive text messaging intervention
through a micro-randomized trial - randomizing different theory-based message
types daily - to evaluate their impact on reducing heavy drinking and HIV risk
behavior in real time. Findings will inform the development of a scalable,
technology-based approach with potential for widespread impact.  

 

New leadership roles for Hayes

Taylor Hayes  has been named co-chair of the Emory Office of Well-being
(EmWELL) APP Workgroup, which aims to support Emory Healthcare APPs in
achieving professional fulfillment and well-being at work.

Ms. Hayes is also the recipient of the Emory ACLM Board Certification Scholarship,
which will support Emory’s long term goals to expand the pool of board-certified
Lifestyle Medicine physicians and APPs to lead Lifestyle Medicine Shared Medical
Appointments, staff the Lifestyle and Weight Management Clinic, and deliver care in
high-need communities in metro-Atlanta.  

 

Kaplan offers WERM consults through GA CTSA

Dr. Deanna Kaplan has partnered with the GA CTSA to formalize the ecological
assessment consultation that she has been offering informally. The Wearables, EMA,
and Real-world Measurement (WERM) core offers study design consultation specific
to research methods for collecting data outside of the lab, during participants’ daily
lives. These are often referred to as “ambulatory assessment” or “intensive
longitudinal” methods and span methods for psychological, behavioral, and
physiological assessment in the real-world. More details can be found here.

 

Publication Award for Robbins-Welty

Dr. Gregg Robbins-Welty, a new faculty member in the Division of Palliative
Medicine, has received a 2025 Dorfman Journal Paper Award from the Academy of
Consultation-Liaison Psychiatry for his paper titled "Palliative Electroconvulsive
Therapy: A Descriptive Cohort Study" published in Journal of the Academy of
Consultation-Liaison Psychiatry.

 

25 Years for Jun Wang

Jun Wang, Accountant in the Department of Family and Preventive Medicine, was recently
recognized by the University for 25 years of service. Congratulations Jun!

 

Johnson directs annual TITANS Short Course

As an Association Program Director for the Titans Program, Dr. Leslie Johnson directs the annual TITANS
Implementation and Team Science short course, a four-day intensive course that connects researchers with
frontline works and health leaders to accelerate the translation of medical and public health evidence to policy
and practice while building implementation research capacity in Ethiopia. This year’s course took place
September 15th-18th and included 20 participants representing the Ministry of Health, local research and
training institutes, community-based organizations, and five different university across Ethiopia.  The course was
taught by Dr. Johnson and Dr. Saria Hassan (GIM) and in-country TITANS leadership and program mentors and
scholars. Pictured above: Course leads with this year’s cohort of trainees.

 

FMIG hosts "What is Family Medicine?" Speed Networking Event

The Family Medicine Interest Group (FMIG) had a successful event on Thursday, September 4th. We hosted out
annual “What is Family Medicine” Speed Networking event and had some really great turn out! Dr. Sharon
Rabinovitz was our keynote speaker and she delivered a very engaging presentation on her career journey and
why she chose Family Medicine. We also had a number of volunteers who joined us to represent the diverse
fields within family medicine:

Dr. Amir Antonios - OB/Hospital Medicine
Dr. Megha Shah - Research
Dr. Shane Geffe - Sports Medicine
Dr. Sarah Dupont - Advocacy/Policy
Dr. Carolina Huertas-Ayala - International Medicine
Dr. Neena Ghose - Volunteer/Outreach
Dr. Sharon Rabinovitz - Keynote/GAFP
Dr. Dolapo Babalola and Dr. Zazi Nylander - Private Practice

The event was a huge success! From that event spawned tremendous interest from multiple students to complete
an observership with Dr. Amir Antonios and several students expressed interest in student leadership for the
2025 – 2026 FMIG leadership year. Dr. Ryan Smith, Dr. Neena Ghose, and Porsha Clayton would like to thank
each of you for dedicating your time to showing the medical students how special this specialty really is!

 

Porsha Clayton, Associate Academic Coordinator for
Undergraduate Medical Education and Student
Programs, shared this good news: "On Sunday,
September 14th, my father, Joe Clayton Sr, was
ordained as an Elder at our church (Schaffer Road
Church of Christ). My family and I are incredilby proud
of him and excited for this new journey of servitude to
the community." Pictured left, l to r: Porsha, her
mother and father, and her son. 

 

Recent and Upcoming Presentations

Dr. Jennifer Mascaro and Dr. Miranda Moore Co-
Directed the inaugural EmWell "Paper in a Day"
workshop on Wednesday August 20. 

Erin Weinisch and Taylor Hayes from the PA
program attended the PAEA End of Curriculum Exam
Standard Setting Meeting in DC in August 2025. It was
a select group of only 32 PA educators from across the
nation to take part in reviewing the national,
standardized, exam given to PA learners as they
complete their graduate education.  This group sets the
expectations for scores by evaluating data on the
questions that help differentiate medical knowledge
between limited, satisfactory or advanced to shape
how PA learners are trained. 

Taylor Hayes presented three abstracts at the 2025
PA Education Association Forum. Her in person
presentation, Common Feedback Models for the
Clinical Educator and Preceptor, employed active
learning strategies of role-playing, reflection, and
debriefing to discuss barriers and facilitators in
providing quality feedback and specific contexts in
which contemporary feedback models may be utilized
to improve learning outcomes.

Dr. Ambar Kulshreshtha presented on “Cognition Screening in Primary Care” at
the Alzheimer’s Association International Meeting in Toronto.

Dr. Tina-Ann Thompson presented at the AHA's national hypertension meeting on
a health system QI intervention using AI that is also attracting press interest: AI helps
older adults manage their blood pressure at home

 

Collaborative  Publications

Dr. Ted Johnson and Dr. Jenny Mascaro
published Effects of a Workplace Well-Being Program
on Professional Quality of Life Among Health Care
Personnel. Jt Comm J Qual Patient Saf. 

Dr. Dio Kavalieratos and Dr. Jane Lowers
published Experiences of Distress Among Mothers of
Children with Single-Ventricle Hearts: A Qualitative
Study. J Palliat Med

Dr. Deanna Kaplan, Dr. Leslie Johnson, Dr. Jenny Mascaro, and Dr. Ali John Zarrabi published Correction:
Fabla: A voice-based ecological assessment method for securely collecting spoken responses to researcher
questions. Behav Res Methods

 

Individual Faculty Publications

Dr. Mo Ali

Blood Pressure Measurements From Self-Service Health Kiosks in US
Retail Stores, 2017-2024. JAMA Cardiol
Effective Components of Collaborative Care for Depression in Primary
Care: An Individual Participant Data Meta-Analysis. JAMA Psychiatry.
Lessons from a long cohort study of diabetes in South Asia. Nat Med.
Noninvasive Markers of Hepatic Steatosis and Fibrosis Following
Integrase Strand-Transfer Inhibitor Initiation in Women With HIV. Clin
Infect Dis

Dr. Jodie Guest

Posttraumatic stress disorder and its associations with morbidity and
mortality among veterans with HIV. AIDS.
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Its Associations With Sexually
Transmitted Infections Among Veterans. Sex Transm Dis
The relationship of smoking and unhealthy alcohol use to HIV care
retention and viral suppression: findings from a multi-site cohort study.
AIDS.

Dr. Young-Rock Hong

Comfort With Sharing Food Insecurity Risk for Clinical Care Among
Individuals With and Without a Cancer History: Findings From a
National Survey. AJPM Focus.
Early Supportive and Nutritional Care For Adults With Pancreatic
Cancer: A Pilot Study. J Pain Symptom Manage
Poor Oral Health and Risk of Respiratory Tract Cancer: A Prospective

Cohort Study from the UK Biobank. Cancers (Basel)
Trends and characteristics of early-onset colorectal cancer in the state
of Florida, 2002-2021. Cancer Epidemiol.

Dr. Ted Johnson

Comparative Analysis of Clinical Outcomes Related to Telehealth and
In-Person Encounters Among Older Veterans with Diabetes. J Gen
Intern Med

Dr. Jane Lowers

Older Adults Without Family Caregivers Need Better Access to Medicaid
Support Services. J Am Geriatr Soc

Dr. Miranda Moore

Protocol for the Spring 2025 CERA Program Director Survey. PRiMER
The Influence of the Residency Interview Format on Future Interviewing
Models and Use of Preference Signals. Fam Med

Dr. Gregg Robbins-Welty

Respecting the right to refuse: is decision-making capacity
disproportionately challenged in patients declining medical care in
order to treat? J Med Ethics

 

Media and Public Appearances

Washington Post | An age-old fear grows more common: ‘I’m going to
die alone’ (Dr. Sarah Cross quoted, Emory research cited)

Huffington Post | The worst things you can do during cold and flu
season (Dr. Sarah Dupont quoted)
WSB-AM | Doctors urge timing your flu shot ahead of holiday
gatherings and peak flu season (Dr. Sarah Dupont quoted) 

CNN | Florida’s move to end vaccine mandates may deepen skepticism
in Black communities, health experts warn (Dr. Jodie Guest quoted)
WANF-TV 📺and WALB-TV 📺| 5 under ‘active monitoring’ for measles
exposure in Fulton County, health officials say (Dr. Jodie Guest
quoted) 
WXIA-TV 📺 | Investigating childhood vaccination rates in metro
Atlanta. (Dr. Jodie Guest quoted) 
CBS News 📺 | CDC’s vaccine advisory panel changes recommendation
on combined MMRV shot (Dr. Jodie Guest interviewed)
CNN | Vaccine advisers vote against recommending MMRV shot for
‘Vaccines for Children’ program (Dr. Jodie Guest interviewed) 
WSB-TV | CDC advisory board declines to recommend COVID shots for
all Americans (Dr. Jodie Guest quoted)
WANF-TV 📺 | New COVID-19 vaccine guidelines await federal and
state sign-off (Dr. Jodie Guest quoted)
WKMG-TV | Former U.S. Surgeon General under George H.W. Bush
defends vaccine safety and efficacy (Dr. Jodie Guest quoted)
WSB-TV | 3 new GA measles cases all traced back to single patient who
went to GSU, restaurant, soccer event (Dr. Jodie Guest quoted)
Reuters | New US COVID guidance makes getting a shot harder (Dr.
Jodie Guest quoted) | U.S. News & World Report | Yahoo! News

WXIA-TV 📺 | Prostate Cancer Awareness Month (Dr. Kennard Hood
interviewed)

Extra Mile | Aging in place: Expert home modifications for independent
living (Dr. Ted Johnson quoted)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution | Don’t drop the flu shot from your to-do
list (Dr. Ted Johnson quoted)

Medscape | Noninvasive Assessment May Help Primary Care Docs
Catch Heart Failure Earlier (Dr. Ambar Kulshreshtha quoted)

Healio and Medical Dialogues | AI voice agent helps older adults
improve accuracy of home blood pressure monitoring (Dr. Tina-Ann
Thompson quoted) | 

 

You are receiving this email because you are faculty or staff in the Emory School of Medicine
Department of Family and Preventive Medicine. 
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